= C4 


CONSIDERATIONS 


Toucnine Eng . 
The likelieſt Means to remove » 


HI RE LINGS 


cnUrcH 


ts alſo dicoursd of Hebes, Clurel. 
Fees, Church. Revenue; 


AND. 


Whether any Maintenance of Miniflers 
can be ſettl'd 15 SW 


0. 


The Aude | —_ Aae. * 2 


F 


LONDON: 
Reprinted in the Year 1717. and ſold by S. BAx zA, 
at the Black-Boy and Anchor in or a 


* Row, 


— 


i 
— a — ” 


bl 
- „ - 
— - 9 * 
% \ — = 
N — rn 1 _ - 
, * , 4 * 
"4 Sp f Idee 
: my 4 s? — 
0 8 
— % I + 
* 
* #: . 4 
*. 
4 * 
* ©. 8 A. * * > Pp 
+ 1 © h 4 * 4 * 1 . Wk. CO ** # of © + $4 Ld 
AC S44%+% * & #* 4 . * - 14 9 
* * 1 
* * 1 * Se 
99 4 * * > W'\4 ts ww 
* 
4 % 
* 
S8 gg” oe », wer mup 7 * „ 
- N OS , 7 | 
FE a 222 * * þ 
® = „* 
* * * - - 
\ +34 \ Th = rar qt? 8 
o . < - 
8 _ «aw as. * — , - a. # - 124 — 
d oor oor rr err rogess 0 n „„ , ELE. a* 
7 
— 
* 
, * * ad * Is g* — 
f g #4 1 * 
4 s JI '& — : dy a _ | —— 
* 0 
* 
— 9 1 9 CODY & * : > : 4 y 
— f * 9 ; Y „ © 
12 6 1 3 ; / a I 14 ey IF 
— % 1 * 1 4 1 at o * = G Py Y , $ <3 4 > w , 1 
A 4 . . « # «% „ * 
128 ; {+ | 41% e N. 41 a b * 32 8 
of 1 n 
. » *, NJ. 4 ” x 
N 2 " —— >! ö * = 
" % 
„ 


e ee 
« 4 


f 


0. 1 4 # 8 , T *s 
©. 8 # : TL \ 
* wk . 
_ — - A 2 ** * 
* 


— = * 
— 


2 


* N 
** * 
49%" 4 £4! 
& * 

. — * 2 

> - 
OF - . 

4 * #4" . 

wet @ ** 


% 
Cw wu 
9 
„ TY 
* 
— — 


* 


as Att _ A: ˙üÄm om. - ↄW W ¾ðw 


r 


FLY 


* 
a. 


— 


3 


* 
AS 


HTC. " : * wow . WW * 1 
RW en 0 o 1 AE "9 
* * „ * dy I” 
NN Vogu ICC; OBI SIS ULCER 


Ni ad v za * 2 \ 


of 'F I Wy SI 
Win he N | 


* 9 RYE $4 01 v AfA W. Wo» 
87 & A * 5 —— _ wet ant n 6 
* 7 bp Supream 
ty of Writing whic 
have | 18 Tears on all 
Xeea ous 10 a err; 0 by + 34 D 
1 Boch 6 Church aud and, WA 4 


haye bent #7 


70 


47 ae T fees 
gument but ro you, whoſe mag- 
nanimous 


wr DIC ZATIO v. . 
e Rang; . Wer 
ming t 10 Jook e 
Chriſtians from the [laviſh Dejettion, wherein 
h Father to Son we were bred up and taught; 
and thereby deſerving of theſe Nations if they 
be not barbarouſly-ingratefey to be acknowled- 
ged, _ __ God, the Authors and beſt Pa- 
| 1 __ 3% cg. 2 1 
theſe Ihands ht for 
tion of 4 and Safety, 2 a Th 
but ſcandalous Night of Int on, is no 
again by a new Dawning of God's Miraculous 
Providence among us, revolved upon rhe Seal 
ers. And to whom more appertain theſe - 
derationszuhxb_ I propound, than to your 1. 
and the Debate e you, though I — of-no 
difficulty, yet at preſeut of reat Expectation, 
not whether ye · will , "were it nd more 
than ſo, but whether ye will hearken to the juſt 


Petition of many Thouſands beſt affected both ti” 
Religion 3 to this your Reten z vr whether 


ye will ſatisfy, which you never can, the Ce 
tous Preteuces' and Demands of i; WC Hi 
lings, whoſe Diſaff Hection ye well know 
your ſelves and your Abi; 2 Z 
though among Many othert in this common Con- 
cerument, interpoſe to jour Deliberations what 
my Thoughts alſo are, your own Judgment and 
and the ng ſs thereof hath given me the Con- 
A * Which requeſts but hin, that if I baue 
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proſpereuſly, Gad ſo. favouring "me, W 
the Publict Cauſe of this Contminwealth to N 
reignori, ye would not think the Reaſon and Av 
bilny, wphereon yo- truſted once, and repent not, 
your whole Reputation to the World, either grown 
teſt by more Maturity and longer Study, or lefs 
available in Engliſh then in anther Tongue : 
But that if it ſ Jome Tears paſt to convince 
and fatisfy the uningag d of other Nations in 
the Juſtice of your Doings, though then beld N. 
radtxal, it may as well Tiff wow gin 
weaker Oppoſition in Matters, except -bpre in 
England u with a Spiritualiy of Men devoted to 
their Temporal Gain, of no Controverſy elſe a- 
mong Proteſtants. Neither do I doubt, ſeeing 
daily the acceptance which they find who in their 
Petitious venture to bring Advice alſo and new 
Models of a Commonwealth, but that you will 
interpret it much more the Duty of a Chriſtian 
to offer what his Conſcience oak him 
ay fe of of Moment to the Freedom and better 
* ng of the Church: Since it is a Deed 
2275 Chari ro help undeceive the People, 
24 5 a Work uorthieſt gf Authority, in all 
things elſe Authors, Aﬀertivs and now 8 
ers of our Liberty, to deliver ut, the 0 
ple of all Proteſtants left ſtill undelivere 2 
the Oppreſſions of a Simonious decimating Cler- 
2y; who ſhame not againſt the Judgment and 
Practice of all other Churches reformed, to 
maintain, though very weakly, their Popifh 
aud oft refuted Poſitions, not in a a” of 
L 


DEDICATION. 
Diſoionce, wherein rhay noight be laneleſe, dag i 
it 4 Font. ef Ou f and nnjuft: Claim: 
ti der Meas Goods ; a. Coattentiow Howl: ind 
Ocious in any Man, zur mg of all is Mitit- 
em of the Goſpel, in whom Contolition, 1 
Yor their own Right, ſcarce is allowable. ' l 
xohich Grievances be ren ved, and 
fer free from the Mo of | Hireldags, 
, that no Mode 
ombsalth will 


en your Pious Councils and Proceedings to Us 
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Cimiderations touching the likelieſs | 
Means to remove Hirelings out of the 
a Chur ch, & C. ö | 


E former Treatiſe, which leads 
in chis, began with two Things e- 
ver found working much Mif- 
chief to the Church of God, and 
the advancement of Truth; Force 
on the one fide reſtraining, and 
| and Hire on the other fide corrupt- 
ing the Teachers thereof. The latter of cheſe is 
much the more dangerous: for under Force, thou 
no thank to the Forcers, true Religion oſt - times beſt. 


thrives and flouriſhes; but the cortuptiou of Teachers, 


moſt commonly the Effect of Hire, is the very Bane 
of Truth in them who, are fo corrupted. Of Force 
not to be uſed in Matters of Religion, I have already 
ſpoken; and, fo ſtared Matters of Conſcience and 
Religion in Faith, and divine Warlkip, :apd ſo. ſe- 
ver d them from Blafphemy and Hereſy, the one be- 
ing ſuch properly as is detpiteful, the othet ſuch as 
ſtands not to the Rule of Scripture, and ſogboch of 
Em, not. Matters of Religion, but rather againſt it, 
hat to them who will yet uſe Force, this only Choice 
can be left, Whether they will force them to believe 
to whom it is given ſrom above, being not forced 
therets: by an Principle of the Goſpel, which is now 
Th B | tte 
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> | Means to remove Hirelings | 
the only Difpenfariob of God to all Men, or he- 


ther Proteſtants, they will punith in thoſe 
5 che Proteſtant Religion denies chem 
to be- Judges, either in themſelyes — or. * 


nſeiences of other Men; or whether, 
chink fit to puniſh Error, ſuppoſſng 


i deen 


ſcientious, and according to the 3 brof him who 


etrs, ed on Scriptute: 
all — * 

* 
FE be prevented by S 1 Means and Church- 
Diſcipline, not by Givi Laws and. outward Forge ; 
fince it is God only who gives as well to believe a- 
right, as to believe at all; and by thoſe Means which 


he ordained ſufficiently in his Church to the full Ex- 
ecution of his divine Purpoſe in the It re- 


chiovous in R + whereof 1 3 


ſpeak farther, I thould find God tiſpo 
and O 3 
i — . 


invi 5 aud 
God poking; ſince the — of Church 
| Miniſters, a thing not r 
r — 2 eas fork: im — call'd for, 
him, is at — under publick 
— 2 — leaſt any thing ma * 
ia 


— * — et ry 

and: Fr m t | — , 
a, it will be 

Matters wherein 


maius now Ilge. when tho other vil w miſ- 


ſuch as ma be found: 
now moſt — 
every Chriſtian hath bis Ger S 


out diſparagement to the wiſeſh, fach- Advice as God 
thal flies bins and enable him to 


SGavernment, Civil Laws were not eſtabliſhed till 
they had been firſt for certain Days publiſhed to the 
view of all Men, that who ſo ' might ſpeak 


freely his-Opinion thereof, and give in his Exceptie 


ons, 


be infallible that it is fo, being not wilful, but con- 


ind of Error 
teligtous, or but 5D reaſonable, have 
ier of Patdon; and the growth there- 


to the Ma- 


„ no way miſ- 
becoming Chriſtian Meekveſs to © I freely, wich- _ 


heretofore in Common- Weakhs-of- moſt-Fame- for. 
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ons, cre the Law conld paſe v0 a full ERtabliſhment. 
And here ought this £quitp.; e have duore Blage, 
thas in the Liberey which is unſepatabſt fim 17 
ſtian Religion? This, I am wt ignorant, / will he 
Watk unpleaſing to ſome: but What Truch is mot 
baceful to ſome ot other, as this, in likelihood; will 
be to none but Hirelings, And if, chave ec Þ 
them who held it their Dory, to ſpeak dump 
Truth, aqztho- Work of their Ministry, thoughtupr 
pe rform'd without: Money, let them: norEgvy others 
who think the ame no leſs theix Duty by the general 
Oſice of Chriſtianity, to. ſpeak truth, 48 bo al -44 
ſon may be thought, more impartially and 
"peſtedly without Money renn 
Hire of itſelf is —.4 a thing uula wal. er a 
r of any evil Note, ſignifying na mate than a 
c Rrcompence or - 68: hene JArjanr = 
» the habourey is. wavortby,of. biz; —— 
makes it ſo dangerous in the C 


y wakoes the „ a Word e- 
1 is — Excefs S ER 


vil $i 
; due Manner of giving and taking it, What Bo 


was not found by Ex till the Days — Cos 
gantine: "Who bur ef his, Zral.thi be. could 
be ever too liberall y nurſing Father of t Church, 
-wighe be not uoficly "aid to have either overlaid it as 
choaked it in the — Which was foretold, 
as is recorded in Ecelcfiaſtical Traditions. r 
Voice heard ſrom Heaven on the very Day thar thoſe 
great Donations and Church Revenues were gived, 


aloud; This Day. is Poiſon pour ie the 
2 Which the) Evene ſoon 2 ii d a8 


appears by another na — blataciony: Thet 


Regi brought forth Wealth, and the Danghter 
devoured the Mother,: But long ere Wealth came 
into the Gly ſo ſeon:as any. Gain appeared: in 
'Religion, lings were apparent; drawn in Jong 
before bythe very Be Sent thereof. Fudac therefare, the 
4 Kling, Gs” * ? Hite auſweesþlc 
| ** 
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' Means to remove Hirelings 

to his covering, from the ſmall Number or the mean- 
- neſs of ſuch as then were the Religious, ſold the Re- 
ligion it ſelf with the Founder thereof, his Maſter. 
Simon Magus the next, in hope only that preachi 
and the vile of the Holy Ghoſt would prove gainful, 


offered beſorehand a Sum of Money to obtain them. 


Not after, as the Apaſtle foretold, Hirelings 
like Wolves came in by Herds, Ack 20. 29. For, 
'J know this, that aſter my departing ſhah grie vous 
' Wolves enter in among you, not ſparing the Flock, 
Tit. 1. 11, Teaching things which. they ought not, 
' for filthy Lucres ſake. 2 Pet. 21 3. And through 
| Coveteouſneſs ſhall they with feigned Words make 
Merchandize of you. Let they taught not falſe Do- 
ctrine only, but ſeeming Piety: 1 Tim. 6. 5. Sup- 
Poſing that Gain is Godlineſt. Neither came they 
in of Themſelves only, but invited oft-times bya corrupt 
Audience: 2 Tim. 4. 3. Fer the time will come when 
' they-will not endure ſound Dectrise, but after their 
ou lufts they will beap to themſelves Teachers, baving 
itching Ears: And they on the other fide, as faſt heap- 
ing to themſelves Diſciples, AA, 10. 30, doubriels 
nad as itching Palms. 2 Pet. 2. 15. Following the 
- way of Balaam, the Son 3 Boſor, bo loved the 
Wages of Unrighteouſneſs. Jude 11. They ran gree- 
Adi after the Error of Balaam for Reward. Thus 
we ſee that not only the Exceſs of Hire in wealthieſt 
Times, but alſo the undue and vicious taking or gi- 
ving it, though bur ſmall or mean, as in the primi- 
tive Times, gave to Hireliags occaſion, though not 
intended, yet ſufficient, to creep at firſt into the 
Church. Which argues alſo the difficulty, or ra- 
cher the impoſſibllity, to remove them quite; unleſs 
every Miniſter were, as St. Paul, contented to teach 
Gratis: But ſe ſach are to be found. As therefore we 
cannot juſtly take away all Hire in the Church, be- 
cauſe we cannot otherwiſe quite remove all Hirelings, 
ſo are we nos for the impoſſibility of removing them 
all, to uſe theteſote no endeavour that fewelt may 
come in: but rather, in regard the Evil, do what 


Wow 


ent te Cnunch. 


to uſe our utmoſt Diligence, how it may be leaſt 
dangerous; Which. will be likelieſt effected, if we 


ed ſhould be given to Miniſters of the Church; (for 
that a Recompence ought to be given them, and may 
by them juſtly be received, our Saviour himſelf from 
the yery Light of Reaſon and of Equity hath declar- 
ed, Luke. 10. 7. The Lahourer is worthy ＋ bis 
Hire) next by whom; and laſtly in what Man- 


What Recompenec ought to be given to Church Mi- 
niſters, God hath anſwerably ordained according to 
that Difference which he hath manifeſtly put between 
thoſe his two great Diſpenſations, the Law and the 
Goſpel. Under the Law he gave them Tithes; un- 
der the Goſpel, having left all Things in his Church 
to Charity and Chtiſtian Freedom, he hath given 


. 
* 


Divines, and they, only of all Proteſtants, is Tythes; 
and they ſay true, if any Man be ſo minded to give 
them of his own the Tenth or Twentieth; But that 
the Law therefore of Tythes is in Force under the Gb- 

ſpel, all other Proteſtant Divines, though equally 

concern'd, yet conſtantly deny. For although Hire 
to the Labourer be of Moral and Petpetual Right, 
yet that ſpecial kind of Hire, the Tenth, can be of 


we can, will always be incumbent aud unavoidable, 


conſider, firſt, what recompence God hath ordain- 


4 


- them only what is juſtly given them, That, as well 
under the Goſpel as under the Law, ſay our Engliſh. 


no Right or Neceſſity, but to that Too Labour 


for which God ordained it. Thar 
was the Levitical and Ceremonial Serv 
bernacle, Namb. 18. 21, 31. which is now abo- 
liſhed : The Right therefore of that ſpecial Hire muſt 
needs be withal aboliſh'd, as being alſo Ceremoni⸗ 
al. That Tyrhes wete Ceremonial, is plain; not 
being given to the Levites till they had been firſt of- 
| ſered an Heave-Offering to the Lord, Verſ. 24, 28. 
He then who by that Law brings Tythes into the 
Goſpel, of Neceſſity brings in withal a Sacrifice, and 
an Akar; without 5 Tythes by that Law were 
| J un- 


2 Labour 
ce 
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of the Ta- 


5 Means to. r 
unſanckiſed and 9 

never thought on in ch 
Ceremanies,, Ahars, and 

2 were broughe. 

Jet tha Jew ever fince 
though gn have 2 


| no . 
allow them; ich 
ſelves never 
monial only. 
them up, Thc — have laid. chew dg. — 
needs be very abſurd and prepoſterous. De 
as clear in the ſame Chapter, chat the Pri 
Levites had not Tythes! + Labour only in the 
Tabernacle, but in regar wers to- have n or 
tber Parr nor Tabericance in 91 Fr 20, 2 
25 by har Mean for + Tem I "ee elfch,; Bur 
our Levites -undergoi, 
ment, can have no Right inch 2 Compenſation. 
Nay, if by this Law * wil have Tythes, . de 
have no Inheritance of Land, but forfeit. what the 
have. Beſides this, Tythes were of 5235 N «hole 
. of every Year, and thoſe of Ar 
- former, every one that brought 77 "Ag to 
eat his Share. Dent. 14. 23. Thos * gat : 
ihe Lord thy God, in the Place which. be jball 


#0 face bis Name there, the ; N thy 23 hy | 


Wine, and 4 thine Oyl, &c. 
could not bring his Tythe in kind, by Reaſon * 
diſtant dwelling from the Tabernacle. 8 T 

bur was thereby Jared to turn, it Money, he 
was to beſtow that Money on deter pkakd 


mens gooey Shee Dank e Wine * Boggs gr and 


the Lord 


wo he* _ 5 a hereof — 24. 23, 26- As 
for che Tyches of every third Year, they were no 
ada only to the Levite, but to the Strangers the 

herleſs, and the Widow, Verſ. 28, 2.9. and CB 
26. 12, 33. So that ours, if they wil het . 
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Law of :Deprive- 
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adage Lam ie ma» Sem, 
not, v. 32. Law ie was Sine 
a deep Demur, while the ir of hold holdan 
Tythes without Sin, in, may temp them to 
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1 ROW, may adyiſe them 
in Orders above them. Te _—_— 
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f thy preſent, as 1 fuppole we have, with — 

he Proteſtants, net with Rapiſts or Praiatas, is . 

f hig "a demied ghax in the Golynk them: baked vinn in 

ple, Degreas. * and Neagong: Which.if 

„ be 2 — to een on, refrrench of 

akd 12 0 

and Priefts 2 

Lord - aur Presbyters os 7 

As Prieſts, and our Deacans to Let: —— Rule 
no of Frogaryag it will, follows that me mud pag: our 
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8 Means to be Hirtlings . 
nifying the Chriſtian true and holy Prieſthood, to of- 
fer up Spiritual Sacrißce, it follows hence, that we 
are no juſtly exempt from payings TUES, ff auy 

"who claim from Auron, fince that Prieſthood is in 
us now real, which in him was but a Shadow. 
Seeing then by all this which harh been ſhewn, that 
the Law of Tythes js partly. Ceremonial, ag the 
Work was for which they were given, partly judi- 
cial, not of common, bur of particular Right to the 
Tribeof Levi, nor to them A g the Owner 
alſo and his Houſhold, at the time of their 9 
and every three Year to che Stranger, the Fatherlels, 
and the Widow, their appointed Sharers, and 
that they were a Tribe of Prieſts and Deacons 
improperly compared to the Conſtitution of the Mi- 
niſtery, and the Tythes given by rhat People to choſe 
ns only ; it. follows, that our Miniſters at this 
Day, being neither Prieſts nor Levites, nor fitly an- 
ſwering to either of them, can have no juſt Title or 
Pretence to Tythes, M any Conſequence drawi from 
the Law of Moſes. © But they think they have yet a 
better Plea in the Example of Melchiſedich, who 
took Tythes of Abram ere the Law was given: 
Whence they would infer Tythes to be of Moral 
Night. But they ought to know, or to remember, 
chat not Examples, but expreſs Commands bligh 
our · Obedience to God or Man: next, that wharfo- 
ever was done in Religion before the Law written, is 
not preſently to be counted Moral, when as ſo ma- 
ny Things were then done both Ceremonial and Ju- 
daically Judicial, that we need not doube to conclude 
all rimes before Chriſt, more or leſs under the Cere- 
monial Law. To what end ſerved elſe thoſe Altars 
and Sacrifices, that diſtinftion of clean and unclean 
entring into the Ark, Cirtumciſion, and the raifin 
. Seed to the Elder Brother, Gen. 38 87 If the 
are 


ings be not Mor before the Law, how 
ythes, though in the Example of Abram 

and Melebiſedick ? Bur this Inſtance is ſo far from 
being the juſt ground of a Law, that aſtet all Cir- 


cum 


| out of the CHUAN C. 9 
tumſtances duly weighed both from Ges. 14. and 
Heb. 7. it will not be allowed them ſo much 4s an 
Example. Malchiſedick, beſides his Prieſtly Bene - 
diction, brougi with him Bread and Wine ſuffl- 
cient to refreſh Abram and his whole Army; incit- 
ed to dv ſo, firſt, by the ſeeret Providence of God, 
intending bim for a Type of Chriſt and his Prieſt- 
hood ; next by his due thankfulneſs and Honour to 
Abram, who had freed his Borders of Salem from a 
potent Enemy: Abram on the other ſide honours him 
with the Tenth of all, that is to ſay, (for he took not ſuve 
bis whole Eſtate with him to that War) of che y may 
Heb. 7. 4. Incited he alſo by the ſame ſecret Providence, 
to ſignify as Grand Father of Levi, that the Leviti- 
cal Prieſthood was exceF'd by the Prieſthood of Chriſt, 
For the giving of a Tenth declared it ſeems in thoſe 
Countries and Timer, him che greater who received it. 
That which next incited bim, was . his Grati- 
tude to requite the Preſent, partly his Reverence to 
the Perſon and his Benediction: to his Perſon, as a 


King and Prieſt; greater therefore than Abram who 
was a Prieſt alſo; but not a King.- And who unhir- 


ed will be fo hardy as to ſay, that Aram ar any 
other time ever paid him Tytkes, either before. or 
after; ot bad thin, but for this accidental Meeting 
and Obligement; or that elſe Melebiſtdicł had de- 
manded or exacted them, or took them otherwiſe 
than as the voluntary gift of Abram ? But our Mi- 
niſters, though neither Prieſts nor Kings more than 
* other Chtiſtiaa, greater in their own Eſteem than 
Abram and all his Seed, for the verbal Labour of a 
Seventh Day's Preachment, not bringing, like el- 
chiſedick, Bread or Wine at their own coſt, would 
not take only at the willing Hand of Liberality or 
Gratitude, but ire and exact as due the Tenth, 
not of Spoils, but of our whole Eſtates and Labours; 
nor once, but yeatly. We then it ſeems by the Ex- 
* Abram muſt pay Tythes to theſe Melchiſe- 
.Aicks But what if the Perſon: of Abram can either 
no way repreſent us, or will oblige the Miniſters to 

; | pay 
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„ Tye hes no leſs then other Man Abram ba ak 

__ 4 prieſt in bis Loigee, but was himf: 
; and: gave Tythes m Melchiſedick 1 as 

Qs ane of Levi, ox as'Father of the Faithful 

If as Grandfather (though he pnderſtood it not) of T) 
Levi, he oblig'd not ws but Levi only, the, Inferiour 
Prieſt, by that —— (as the Apoſſie to che He- 
rows. — enough g to: veyledge the 
And they wit 7 Melrbiſedick claim from 7a 
"Abram as Levi's — . have. none to ſeek 
their Tythes of but the Levites, where. can fiad 
them. If Abram as Father of the Faith ful paid 
'Tythes to Melchi ;Jedick, then certainly the Minidters 
2 — i thoybe 57 are paid in him aqually 
Which may induce us to believe, that 
th Abram 2 4 e lo Tythes alſo in 


&% 
£16 bar chat prey » Which Canons r. 57 
iniſtets and Poop, owe to Shriſt, our | 


In a liters! Senſe oe this 


xamplc they never will be able to etort, hf Ne- 
le in choſe, Days paid Tyches to Prieſts'g but this i <cff 
chat one Prieſt once in his Life; of Spbils only, WF iter 
and in re al dn ab liberal Preſent, partiy of che: 
| ba Benediction, gave voluntaty, not to 2 win 


Prieſt than himſelf as far as Aram could 
underſtand, but rather to a Prieſt and King 


ned in one Perſon. They will tep rhapyx, 
by if one Prieſt paid Ty — — 30 12 ah 
needs be un that People did no leſs to 


the Prieſt. But | ſhall caſily remove char Neceſſity 
by remembering them, that iti thoſe Days was no 
Prieſt, but the Father, or the Firſt-born of each 
Family ; and by Conſequence no People to 'pay 
him Tythes, bat his one Children and Servant, 
who had not wherewithal to pay him, but o 
-kis own. Yer — that the people theu paid 
Tithes, there will not yet be the like Reaſon to es- 
joyn us: they * under Ceremonies, 'a met! 
""_ we — a Royal _ 

1 Pet. 


4 vn of the Cx cn. 1 
4 2 1 Pet. 2. 9. as we are Corbeirs, Kings and Priefls' 
er as wich him, a Prieſt for ever after the Order or Man- 
chfol. ner of Melebiſearok. As therefore Abrew paid 
ot}. of Tythes to Meichi ſodret, becauſe Levi was in him. 
eriour ſo we ougbe to pay none becauſe the true Mriebiſe- 
e He- deck is in us, aud ve in him who can pay to none 
and hath freed ns by our Umon wich binw 
ſelf, from all compalſive Tra] and Taxes in his 
Church. Neither doth the collateral Place, Heb: 7; 
— other uſe of — Story, than to 828 
onated by Melchiſed 3 Pri 
Aaron : Verſi 4. Now confider bow great this Has 
was, &c. and proves not in the manner that 
Tythes be of any Right to Miniſters, but the con- 
trary: Firſt, the Levites had 4 Commandment to take 
Tythes of the Prople according to the Law, that is, 
of their Brethren, tho' they: come” our of thr Lein 
of Abraham, Vrrſt . The Commandmenr then 
was; ir ſeems, to take Tythes of tlie Jews oy, and 
according to the Law, That Law changing of Ne- 
ceſſu wir the Priefthood, no other fort of Mini- 
ſters, as they muſt needs be another ſbrt unter an- 
ther Prieſthood, can receive that Tribute of Tyches 
which fell with that Law; unleſs renew d by another 
ex pteſs Command, and according to another Law.: 
No ſuch Law is extant. Next, Heſthiſratet not as 
2 Miniſter, but as Chriſt himſelf in Ferſon bleſs d 
Abrabam, who bad the Promiſer, Verſt 6. and in 
him Vleſs'd' All both Mimiſtert and People, both of = 
the Law and Gofpel ; Thar Bleſſing declar'd. bing 
greater and better rhan whom hebleſs'd, — 7. te. 
ceiving Tyther from cheny all not as a Maintenance, - 
which Me/chifedeck needed nor, but as: a Sign” of 
Homage and Subiection to their King, and” PR; 
Whereas Miniſters beat not the Perſoũ of 'Clirift© 
his Prieſthood or Kingfhip, bleſs not as he bleſſcs, 
are r Bleſſing — than Alrabam, aud 
all the Faithful with themſlelves iucluded in him, can- 
not both give take Tythes in Abrum, cannot 
elaim to er that Sign of dur 1 
a 7 


— 
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only to our eternal King and Prieſt, cannot therefore, 

derive Tythes from Helcbiſedeck. Laſtly, the eighth 

Verſe hath thus : Here Men that die rei 
7 


- There be receiv'd them, of whom it is witneſsd that” 
he liveth. Which Words igtimate, that as he of. 
fer'd himſelf once tor us, ſo he recciv'd once of us 
in Abraham, and in that Place the typical Acknows 
ledgment of our Redemption: Which had it been a 
perpetual Aunuity to Chriſt, by him claim'd as his, 
due, Levi muſt have paid it yearly, as well as then, 
Verſe 9. and our Miniſters ought ſtill to ſome Mets 
chiſedeck ot other, as well now as they did in Abrg- 
bam. Zut that Chriſt never claim'd any ſuch Tenth as 
his annual due, much leſs refign'd it to the Miniſters, 
his fo —— (ge 2 expreſs Commitee 
or Aſſignment, wi yet clearer as we proceed. 
Thus A may at length aſlfce us, that chit Ronen: 
le of Abram and Melchiſedeck, tho' I ſee of late 
— build moſt upon it, can ſo little be the Ground of 
any: Law to us, that it will not ſo much avail them 
as to the Authority of an * Of like Impers, 
tinence is that Example of Jacob, Gen. 28. 21. who 
of his free Choice, not enjoyn'd by any Laws vow'd 
the Tenth of all chat God ſhould give him: Which, 
for ought appears 25 the contrary, he vow'd as a 
Thing no [els indifferent before his Vow, chan the 
fore-going Part thereof; that the Stone which he h 
fo hore Pr «Pillar, ſhould be God's lone. And 
to whom yow'd he this Tenth, but to God; not 0 
any Tricſt ; for we read of none to him greater than 
himſ{clf ? And to God, no doubt, but he paid whag 
ke yow'd ; both in the building of that Bethe/, with 
diher Altars elſewhere, and the Expence of his cons 
tipua} Sacrifices, which none but he had right to offer 
Joyeyer, therefore be paid his Tenth, it could inf 
no [iketihond, unleſs by fuch an occaſion as befel hig 
Grandfather, be to any Prieſt, But, ſay they, All 
the Tythe,of the Land, whether of the Seed of hy 
Lang, or of the Fruit of the Tree, is the Lard's 
Bey unte the Lord, Leit, 29. 30. Abd this before 1 
| | wa 


% 
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as given to the Levites.z therefore ſince they ceas d. 
o queſtion ; For the whole Earth is the Lord's, and 
be Fulne 5 thereof, Plal. 24. 1. and the Light of 
Nature ſhews us no leſs: But that the Tenth is his 
more than the reſt, how know I, but as he fo de- 
lares it? He declares it ſo here of the Land of Ca- 
naan only, as by all Circumſtance appEars; and 
aſſes by Deed of Gift this Tenth to the Levite; yet 
o as offer'd ro him firſt a Heave-offering, and con- 
ſecrated on his Altar, Namb. 18. all which I had as 
little known, bat by that Evidence. The Levites are. 
ceas'd, the Gift returns to the Giver. H8w then can 
we know that he hath given it to any other, or how 
can theſe Men preſume to take ir unoffer'd firſt ro 
God, unconſecrated, withoutmny other clear and ex- 
preſs Donation, whereof they thew no Evidence or 
Writing ? Beſides, he hath now alienated that hol 
Land: Who can warrantably afirm, that he ha 
ſince allow'd the Tenth of his Land; which none 
but God hath Power to do or can warrant * Their 
laſt Pzoof they cite out of the Goſpel, which makes 
as little for them, Matth. 23. 23. where our Savis 
our denouncing Woe to the Scribes and P mk 
who paid Tyrhe fo exactly, and omitted weightier 
Matters, tells them, that theſe they ought to have 
gone, that is, to have paid Tythes. For our Saviour 
pake then to thoſe who obſery'd the Law of Moſer, 
which was yet not fully abrogated, till the Deſtru- 
ion of the Temple. And by the way here we may 
obſerve out of their own Proof, that the Seribes and 
Phariſees, tho' then chief Teachers of the People, 
ſuch ar leaſt as were not Levites, did nor take Tythes, 
but paid them: So much leſs covetous were the Scribes 
and Phariſtes in thoſe worſt Times than ours at this 
Day. This is ſo apparent to the Reform'd Divines 
of other Countries, that when any one of ours hath 
attempted in Latin to maintain this Argument of 
Tythes, .tho' a Man would think they might ſuffer 
him-wiahout Oppoſition in a Point equally tending to 
the Advantage of all "I jet they forbear not 
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to ſe him, as in a Doctrine not fit to unop- 
pos d under the Goſpel.. Which ſhews N 
the Coutentedneſs of thoſe, Pep Paſtors, with the 
Maintenance given them, their Sincerity alſo-1n.cht 
Truth, tho* leſs gainful, and the Avarice of ours: 
Who, chrgugh the lo: e of their old Papiſtical Tythes, 
conſider fort the weak Arguments, or rather Cone: 
| tures and Surmiſes which they bring: nd them. 
On the other ſide, altho' it be ſufficie prov'd 
in general the aboliſhing of Tythes, As part of the 
Judaical or Ceremonial Law, which is aboliſh'd all, 
as well that. before as that after Moſes, yet I ſhall | 
furcher prove them abrogattd by an expreſs Ordinance 
of the Goſpel, founded not on any Type, or that 
municipal Law of Mofes, but on Moral, and gene- 
ral Equity, given us inſtead : 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. Know® 
ye not, that they who. miniſter about boly Things, 
live of the Things of the Temple ; and they which 
Await at the Altar, are Paritakers with tbe Altar? 
So alſo the Lord hnibordain'd, that they who Preach 
the Goſpel, ſhould rage þ tbe Goſpel, He (ainh not, 
ſhould live on Things which were of the Temple, or 
of the Altar, of which were Tythes, for that had 
given them a clear Title: But abrogating that for- 
mer Law of Moſes, which determin'd what and how 
much, by a later Ordinance gf Chriſt, whych-leavdg 
the what and how much indefinite and free, ſo it be 
ſufficient to live on, he faith, The Lord beth fo or- 
dain d, that they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live 
of the Goſpel; which hath neither Temple, Altar 
nor Sacrifice: Heb. 7. 13. For be of whom theſe 
Things are ſpoken, pertaineth te another Tribe, of 
_ ewhbich no Man gave Attendance at the: Altar: Hib 
Miniſters cheretbre cannot thence have Tythes. And 
where the Lord hath ſo ordain'd, we may find eaſily 
in more than one Evangeli/t: Luke 10. 7, 8. Is the 
ſame Houſe remain, eating and drinking: ſuch Things 
as they give : For the Labourer is worthy” of- bis 
Hire, &c. And into whatſorber City qu e 
And they receive you, eat ſuch Things * 
; ore 


out f abe Cuvncu. / 15 
re you.» To which Ordinance of Chriſt it mV 


. Aikelieſt, that the Apoſtle refers as both hee, 


and 1 Tim. f. 18. where he cites this as. the Gying 
of our Saviour, That tbe Labourer is warthy of his 
Hire: And both by this Place of Luke, and that of 
MHattb. 10. 3, 10, 11. it evidently 22 that our 
Saviour ordain'd no certain Mainteninee fd his Apo- 
ſtles or Miniſters, publickly or privately in Houſe ob 
City receiv d, but chat, whatever it were, Which 
might ſuffice to live on: And chis not eommanded 
or propottion d by Abram or by Moſes, whom he 
might eaſily hayg here cited, as his Manner was, but 
declared only Rule of common Equity, which 
proportions the" ell to the Ability of him 
who gives, as to the Labs 

and recommends him only as worthy, not inve 
him with a Legal Right. And mark whereon he 
grounds this his Ordinance; not on a perpetual 


Right of Tyrhes from Melcbiſeleck, as Hirclu 


pretend, which he never claim'd either for himſelt, 


or for his Miniſters, but on the plain and common 
Equity of rewarding the Labourer ; worthy ſome- 


times of 4 ſometimes of double Honour, not 


roportionable by. Tythes. And the Apoſtle in this 
recited Chapter to the Corinthians, Verſe. 11. af» 
firms it to be no great Recompence, if carqal Things 
be reap'd for ſpiritaal ſown ;. but to mention Tythes, 
neglects here the ſitteſt Occaſion that could be offer d 
him, and leaves the reſt free and undetermin' d. Cer - 
tainly, if Chriſt or his Apoſtles had approy'd of 
Tythes, they would have either by Writing or Tra- 
dition recommended them to the Church: And chat 
ſoon would have appear d in the Practice of thoſe 
Primitive, and the next Ages. But for the firſt threa 
hundred Years and more; in all the Eecleſiaſtical Sto- 
ry, I find no ſuch Doctrine or Example: Tho! Er- 
ror by that time had brought back again Prieſts, Al- 
tars and Oblations; and in many other Points of 
Religion had miſerably Judaiz'd the Church. 80 
that the defenders of Tythes, after. a long Pomp, and 
„ 58 Shs tedious 


f of him who receives, 
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tedious Preparation out of, Heathen Authors, telling 


us, that Tythes were paid to Hercules and. Apollo, 


which perhaps was imitared from the 7e ws, And as 
it were beſpeaking out Expectation, that they WII 
abound much more with Authorities out of Chriſtian 
Story, have N of general Approbation to be- 
gin with from the firſt three or four Ages, but that 
which abundantiy ſerves to the Confutatiqn of their 
Tyrhes ; while they confefs that Church-men in thoſe 
Ages liv'd meerly upon freewill Offerings. Neither 
can they ſay, thar Tythes were net then paid, for 
want of a civil Ma 5 to ordain them, for Chri- 


ſtians had then alſo Lands, and might give out of 


them what they pleas d; and Fug of Tythes then given 
we find no mention. And the firſt Chriſtian Empe- 
rors, who did all Things as Biſhops advis'd them, 
ſupply'd what was wanting to the Clergy not out of 


Tythes, which were nevet motion d, bur out of their 


own Imperial Revenues ; as is manifeſt in Ea ſebius, 
Theodor?tt and Sozomen, from Conſtantine to Arca- 
#ivs. Hence thoſe ancienteſt Reform'd Churches of 
the Waldenſes, if they rather continu'd not pure 
fince rae Apoſtles, deny d that Tythes were to be 
| or that they were ever given in the Primitive 

urch; as appears by an ancient Tractate inſerted 
in the Bohemian Hiſtory. Thus far hath the Church 
been always, whether in her {i rime, or in ber anci- 
ente ſt Reformation, from the approving. of Tythes : 
Nor without Reaſon ; for they might eaſily perceive 
that Tythes were fitted to the J. wi only, a National 
Ch urch of many incompleatSynagogues, uniting the 
acco mpliſhment of Divine V orſhip in one Te ; 
and'-the Zevites there: had their Tythes paid where 
they did their Bodily Work, to which a particular 
Tribe was fer apart by Divine Appointment, not by 
the People's Election: But the Chriſtian Church, is 
Univerſal not ty'd to Nation, Dioceſs or; Pariſh, 
bar confiſting of many particular Churches compleat 


in themſchves ; gather d, nor by Compulſion, or the 


© 4 0 Wy 1 . ſent, 
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theſe Chriſtian Privileges 
loſt, 3nd. with: them, Chriſtian Liberty 
Authority which our Adverſaries bring,  after'thoſe 
fabulous Apoſtolick Canons, which they gare not in- 
fiſt: upon, is a Provincial Council held at Cullen, ” 
where they voted Tythes to be God's: Rent, in the 


well prove Altars, Candles at Noon, and the 
part of thoſe Superſtitibus, ferch'd from; Paganiſm 


our both Biſhops and Altars, and 


| ent of theCnunkcn 7 
ſene,. chyGog. boch their particular Church-and their 
Church-Oficges. Whereas, if: Tycbves- be. ſpt upp l 
will be diſturb'd and fodn 
The fit 


Year Three hundred fifty fix ;. at the (ame time, per- 
haps, when the three Kiags reign'd there; and of 
like Aurhority. Fonto what Puspoſe do. chey bri 

theſe trivial Teſtimonies, by whick they mi 


rung 
— 


or Jewiſm, which the Papi, inveigl'd by this fond 
Argument of Antiquity, retains to this Day? To 
what Purpoſe thoſe Decrees of I know not what Bi- 
ſhops to a Parliament and People who have thrown 
promis d aft Re- 
formation oy V ord of God? And that Altars 
brought Tythes hucher, as one Corruption begot ano- 
ther, is evident by one of choſe Queſtions which the 
Monk Auſt in propounded to the Pope, Concerning 
thoſe Things, which by Offerings of the. Faithful 
came to the Altar; as Beda writes, J. 1. 6,427, If 
then by theſe Teſtimonies we muſt have Tythes con- 


' tinu'd} we muſt again have Altars. Of Fathers, by 


Cuſtom ſo call'd, they quote Ambroſe, - Auguſtin, 
aud ſome other Ceremonig l Doctors of the ſame Lea- 
ven: Whoſe Aſſertion without pertinent Scripture, no 
Reform'd Church can admit; and what they vouch, 
is founded on the Law of Moſes, with which, every 
where pitifully miſtaken, they again incorporate the 
Goſpel ; as did the reſt! allo of thoſe ticular Fathers, 
perhaps an Age or two before them, by many Rights 
and Ceremonies, both Jewith and Heatheuiſh intro- 
duc d; whereby thinking to gain all, they loſt'all : 
And inſtead of winning Jeus and Pagans-to be 
Chriſtians, by too much condeſcending, they turn'd 
Chriſtians into Jews and _ To hcap ſuch un- 

| 3 con- 
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convincing Citations as theſe in Religion, wheredf 
the Sctiprure only is our Rule, 
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es not much 


-unproficable Reading. And yet a late hot Quariſt 


for Tythes, whom ye may know by his Wits lying 
ever bheſide him in the Margent, to be ever beſide his 
Wits in the Text, a fierce Reformer once, now ran- 


ckl'd with a contrary Heat, would ſend us back, ve- 
ry reformedl indeed, to learn Reformation from Tys- 
darus and Rebuffus, two Canonical Promoters. They 
ptoduce next the ancient Conſtitutions of this Land, 
ex0n Laws, Edicts of Kings, and their Counſels, 
m Atbelſtan, in the Year Nine hundred twenty 
eight, that Tythes by Statute were paid: And might 
produce from Ina, above Two hundred Years before, 
that Romeſcot, or Peter's Penny, was by as 
Statute Law paid to the Pope, from Seven hundred 
twenty five, and almoſt as long continu'd. And who 
Inos not that this Law of Tythes was enacted by 
theſe Kings and Barons upon the Opinion they wy 
ef their Divine Right, as the very Words import 


Far fo bleſſed Auſtin * and taught ; mean- 
ing the Monk, who firſt brought the Romiſh Reli- 
100 inte England from Gregory the Pope. And by 

way I add, that by theſe Laws, imitating the 


Law of Moſes, the third Part of Tythes only was 


the Prieſt's due; the other two were appointed for 


the Poor, and to adorn ag repair Churches; as the 


Canons of Ecbert and Elfrick Witneſs : Concil. Brit. 
If then theſe Laws were founded 3 the Opinion 


of Divine Authority, and that Authority be found 


miſtaken and erroneous, as hath been fully manifeſt- 
ed; it follows, that theſe Laws fall of themſelves 
with their falſe Foundation. But with what Face or 
Conſcience can they alledge Moſes, or theſe Laws for 


Tythes, as they now enjoy or exact them; whereof | 
Moſes ordains the Owner, as we heard before, the 


Stranger, the Fatherleſs and the Widow partakers 
with the Levite 3 and theſe Fathers which they cite, 


and 


m, but the Joſt Labour of much 


Edward the Confeſſor, in the cloſe of that Law : 


4 ; 


. worſe than when the Canon Law was in force; wo 
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and theſe, tho Nomiſb rather than Esgliſb Laws, 
allotted both to Prieſt and Biſhop the third Part on- 
ly. But theſe our Proteſtant, 'theſe our hew reform.” 
ed Engliſh Presbyterian Dixines, "againſt their own | 
cited Authors, and-toghe Shame of their. pretended 
Reformation, would engrofs to themſelves all Tythes 
by Statute ; and ſupported more by their wilful Ob- 

| and Deſire of. filthy Lucre, than by theſe both 


inſufficient Und impertinent Authorities, would per- 


ſwade a Chriſtian * and Parliament, whom 
we truſt God hath reſtor'd for a happier Reforma- 
tion, to impoſe upon us a Judaical Ceremonial Law, 
and yet from that Law to be more irregular and un- 
warrantable, more complying with a covetous Cler- 
gy, than any of thoſe Popiſh Kings and Parliaments 
alledg'd. Another Shift they have to plead, that 


5 may be Moral as well as the Sabbath, a Tenth 
0 


Fruits as well as a Seventh of Days. I anſwer, 
that the Prelates, who urge this Argument; have 
leaſt Reaſon to uſe it; denying Morality in the Sab- 
bath, and therein better agreeing with Reform'd 
Churches abroad chan the reſt of our. Divines. As 
therefore the ſeventh Day is not Moral, but a conve- 
nient recourſe of Worſhip in fir Seaſon, whether Se- 
venth or other Number, ſo neither is the Tenth of 
our Goods, but only a convenient Subſiſtence moral- 
ly due to Miniſters. The laſt and loweſt ſort of their 
Arguments, that Men purchas d not their Tythe yith 
their Land, and ſuch like Petty-foggery, I omit; as 
refured ſufficicntly by others: I omit alſo their vio- 
lent and irreligious Exactions, related no leſs credi- 
bly : Their ſeizing of Pots and Pans from the Poor, 
who have as good Right to Tythes as they ; from 
ſome, the very Beds; their ſuing and impriſening; 


than when thoſe wicked Sons of Eli were Prieſts, * 
whoſe. Manner was thus to ſeize .their pretended 
Prieſtly Due by Force, 1 Sam. 2. 12. c. Whereby 
Men abborr'd the Offering of the Lord ; and it may 
be fear'd that many will as much abhor the Goſpel, 


' 
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if ſuch Violence as this be ſuffer'd in ber Miniſters, 
Auch in that which they alſo pretend to be the Offs. 
ing of the Lord. For thoſe Sons of Bal, within 
ſome Limits made Seizurc of what they knew: was 
their own. by an undoubted La; but —_— from 
whom there is no Sanctuary, * ſeize out of Mens 
Grounds, out of Men's Houſes their other Goods, 6f 
— —— of treble value, for that, which 
dict not Covetouſneſs and Rapine blind them, 

know to be not their own by the Goſpel which they 
Preach. Of ſome more tolerable than theſe, thus 
ſevercly God hath ſpoken : E/. 49. 10, &c. They 
ave greedy Dogs ; they all look to their own Way, 
every one for his Gain, from bis Ouarter. With 
what Anger then will he judge them who ſtand not 
looking, but under Colour of a Divine Right, ferch 


by force that which is not their own, taking his 


Name not in vain, but in Violence? Nor content as 
Gehazi was to make a 1 but a conſtrain d 
Advantage of what their Maſter bids them give free- 
y, how can they but return ſmitten, worſe than that 
rking Miniſter, with a ſpiritual Leproſy 2. And 
yet they cry outSacrilege, that Men will not be gull'd 
and baMf'd the Tenth of their Eſtates, by giving Cre- 
dit to frivolous Pretences of Divine Right. Where 
did God ever clearly declare to all Nations, or in all 
Lands (and none Fools part with their Eſtates, 
without cleareſt Evidence, on bare Suppoſals and Pre- 
tumptions of them who are the Gainers thereby) 
that he requir d the Tenth as due to him or his Son 
perpetually and in all Places? Where did he demand 
ir, that we might certainly know, as in alt Claims 
of temporal Right is juſt and reaſonable } Or if de- 
manded, where did he aflign it, or by what evident 


Conveyance to Miniſters > Unleſs they can demon- 


ſtrate this by more than Conjectures, their Title can 
be no better to Tythes than the Title of Gebazi was 
to thoſe Things, which by abuſing his Maſter's Name 
be rook'd from Naaman. Much leſs, where did he 
command that Tythes ſhould be ferch'd by _ 
F — were 
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1 where. 79 you under the Goſpel whatever his Right 
>. wks to the 920 e e Men Ares Which 1 
E *. to vine Authority, t 
e he Name of Chtiſt e to Violence; and 
Ran robbing him of the very Honour Thich he ainn'd at 
Men in beſto wing freelythe Goſpel, to commir Simony 
* rand Rapin, boch Secular and Eccleſiaſtical or on the 
g other ſide, not to give up the Tenth of civil Ri he 
and propriety to the Tricks and Impoſtures of C et y 
they gy-Men, contrivd with all the Art and | 
that their Bellies can invent or — ſt ; -yet"{o ridi- 
culous and preſuming on the People's D — or Su- 
perſtition, as to think they prove the Divine Right 
of their Maintenance by Abram paying Tythes to 
 Melchiſedeck, when as Melebiſedeck in a thas Paſſage 
rather gave Maintenance to Abram ; in whom all 
both Prieſts and Miniſters, as well as Lay-Men paid 
W- Tythes, not receiv'd them. And becauſe I affirm'd 
above, beginning this firſt Part of my Diſcourſe, 
that God hath given to 1 of the Goſpel chat 
Maintenance o y which is juſtly given them, let us 
ſe a little hes hach been thought of that othet 
Maintenance beſides Tythes, which all Proreſtants, 
our Engliſh Divines either only or moſt apparently 
both require and take; Thoſe are, Fees for Chriſt- 
ningr, Marriages,- and Butials : Which, tho" who- 
ſo will may give freely, yet being not of Right, 
but "of free Gift, if they be cxaRted or eſtabli a, 
they became unjuſt to them who are otherwiſe main» 
ind and * evil Note, that even the Coun- - 
— of Trent, I 2. p. 240. makes them liable 
e Laws agal ainſt Simony, who take or demand 
F es for the adminiſtring of any Sacrament : Che 
la finodo volendo levare gli abuſi introdotti, &c. 
_ in the next Page, with like Severity condemns 
ſpring: ce ta) or — for a Benefice, and the cele- 
bracing s, Chriſtnings, and Burials, 
for Fees N or demanded: Nor counts it is 
leſs Simony to ſell the Ground or Place of Burial. 
And in a State Aſſembly at Orleans, 1561, it was 
deeteed, 
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decreed, Che non ſi potefft effi ger coſa alcunt,: & 
þ+ 429 "That nothing thav/d.'be ended for the a. 
miniſtring Sacrements, Burials, or any other g pi 
ritual Fundlon. Thus much that Council, of all 
others the moſt Popiſh, and this Aſſembly of Papiſts, 
though, by their own Principles, in Bondage to the 
Clergy, were induced, either by their own Reaſon, 
and Shame, or by the Light of Reformation then 
Shining in upon them, or rather by the known 
Canons of many Councils and Synods long before, 
to condemn of Simoeny Spiritual : Eces demanded: 
DN 
| » W he be twice tor any pare 
thereof? W hy ſhould he, like a ob work ſeek Viiles | 
over and above bis Wages ? As for Chriſtnings, ei- 
ther they themſelves call Men to. Baptiſm, or hn 
of: themſelves come: if Miniſters invite, bow ill had 
K begomed John the Baptiſt to demand Foes for his 
baptizing; or Chriſt for his Chriſtnings? Far leſa 
becomes dt theſe now, with a greedineſs lower than 
that of a Tradeſmen calling Faflengers to their Shop, 
and yet paid beforehand, to ask again, for doing 
chat which thoſe their Founders did freely; If M 
of themfelves come to be Baptized, they are either 
by ſuch as already pay the Miniſter, os 
come to be one of his Diſciples and Maintainers; of 
whom to ask a Fee as it were for entrance, is a piece 
of paultry Craft or Caution, befitting none but beg 
Artiſts. Barials and Marti are ſo little 
any part of their Gain, that they who conſider 
4 well, may find them to be no Part of their Function. 
1 Ar Burials their Attendance they alledge on the Corps ; 
| all the Gueſts do as much unhit d: But their Prayers 
at the Grave; fuperftitiouſly required: Vet if nequi» 
red, their laſt Performance to the deceaſed of their 
n Flock. Bur the Funeral Sermon, at their 
*aoice: Or if not, an Occaſion offered them to 
to preach out of Seaſon, which is one Part of theit 
Office, Bur _— muſt be ſpoken in Praiſe 
If due, cheio Duty; if undue, theit Corruption: A 
pecu- 
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liar Sitaony of our Divines in -Epgias; | 
Bur the Ground is broken, and Tally theit- uns. 
righteous: Poſſeſſion, the Chaneel. To ſell chat will 
not only raiſe up in Judgmem the Couneil of Neu 
ofainſt them, but will loſe them the beſt Cham pi; 
of Tythes, their zealous Antiquary, Sir Henn 
man; who in a Book written to that Purpoſe, by 
many cited Canons, and ſome- even of Times cot - 
rupteſt in the Church, proves thar Fees exacted or 
demanded for Sacraments, Marriages, Burials, atid 
eſpecially for- — are wicked, accurſed, Si mo- 
niacal and abominable. Yer thus is the Church, 
for all this noiſe of Reformation, left fill unref6r- 
med, by the Cenſure of their own'Synods, their o- ü 
Favourers, a Den of Thieves and Robbers. As fot 
Marriages, - that Miniſters ſhould. medgle with chem, 
as not Sanctify'd or Legitimare-withour Celebration, 
find no Ground-in Scripture either of Precept or | 
Example. Likelieſt it is (which our Selden hath 
well obſerved, 1 2c 28: . Eb.) that in Imitati- | 
on of Hveathem Prieſts whe werr wont at Nuptials to | 
uſe many Rites and Ceremonies, and eſpecially, 
judging it would be profitable; and the increaſt of 
their Authority, not te be Spectatrors only in Buſineſss 
of ſuek Concernment to the Life of Man, they inſi- 
nuated that Marriage was not Holy without their 
Benediction, and for che better Colour, made it a 
Sacrament ; being of it MIF à Civil Ordinaute, a 
Houſhold: Contract, unf indiffrear-and free e { 
the whole Race ef Mankind; not as 'Retigiots; bac | 
as Men: Beſt, indeed, undertaken th +] pigs 
Ends, and as the Apoſtie {atth\/ 1: Cor. 5. it the Lord, 
Yer not therefore invalid er unhely without 4 Mini- 
ſter and his pretended Neceſſary Halle Wing; — 4 
than any other! Act Bi rte or Contrakt of 
Life; Which ought allito he done alſo in the Lord 
ahd to his Glory. II whith Pho kf rhiah Marti 
whereby the Cunning ef Ptieſts heretofore; as 
rlal toltheir Profit; “tian facte nt the ic 
'Divines-d6nied lr 26 be #'$aeriimibnt®; et 
a3 R the 
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die counted. worthy of double Honour; eſpecially 
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che Celebration, till prudenily*a late Parliament: - 
coveted the C al Liberty of Marriage from thEir-in- 
cxoachment ; and transferred the fatifying and 4 
giftriog thereof from the Canonical Shop to the- 
niſance of Civil Magiſtrates. , Seeing t 
per Ce ban given to Miniſters under the Goſpe 
Nas only which; is juſtly given them, that is to ay, 
a due and moderate Livelihood, the Hire of their 
Labour, and, that the Heave-offering of Tyrhes is 
aboliſhed, with the Altar, yea though not aboliſhed, 
yet Lawleſs, as they enjoy them, their Melchiſede- 
cian Right alſorrivial and groundleſs, and both T 
| and Fees, if exacted or eſtabliſhed, unjuſt and 
dalous, we may hope, with. chem remqved, to re- 
move Hirelings in ſome good Meaſure, whom theſe 
tempting Baits, dy Law eſpecially to be recovered, 
allure into the Church. 
+, The next Thing to be conſidered in the Maintain- 
ance of Miniſters, is by whom it ſhould be given 
V herein though 2 Lis ht of Reaſon might {uffici- 
ently = mp us, it beſt to — the Scrip- 
ture: Gal. 6. 6. Let 125 that is taught in the Wera, 
- Communicate to bin that teacherh, in all good 
Things: that is to ſay, in all manner of Gratitude, 
to his Ability. 3: Cor. 9. 11. If we bave ſoun,gnto 
you Spiritual Things, is it a great Master i, we 
reap. your Cernal Things ? To hom therefore hath 
not been ſown, from hien whercfare ſhould be reap- 
Ml 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the Elders that Rule well, 


= ” Y. WW VM SH 


Oe Sa rao wwe wo 3 ty e 


ey who Lotowe in Nod Word and Do#rine. By 
theſe P we ſeer, t Recompence was iyen ei- 
yet by every one in particular Who had — inſtru- 
I, or by them all in Common, . into che 
wich (Treas and. diſtributed to the 
e e their ſeveral Labours: and chat was 
2 eicher Nr Perſon, 28 Ti. 
 mothy 
"Fob 


ho by the Apoſtle was, then Joſt Evangeliſt 

#8, 2. Ti it; ys l 15 w — 
„This 48 
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Reaſon and ſo clear, that any one may perceive 
what Iniquity and Violence hach prevailed fince in 
the Church, whereby. it hath been ſo ordered, that 
they alſo ſhall be compelled to recompence the paro- 
chial Miniſter, who neither choſe him for their 
Teacher, nor have received Inſtruction from him, 
as being either inſufficient, or not reſident, or in- 
feriour to whom they follow; wherein to bar them 
their Choice, is to violate Chriſtian Liberty. Our 
Law Books teſtify, that before the Council of La- 
teran, in the Tear 1179, and the fifth of our Henry 
II, or rather before a decretal Epiſtle of Pope Inno- 
cent the Third, about 1200, and the firſt of King 
Jobn, any Man might have gives his Tythes to 
what Spiritual Perſon be would: And, as the L. 


Cole notes on that Place, Inftlit. Part 2, that this 


Decretal bound not the Subjects of this Realm; but, 
as it ſeemed juſt and reaſonabie. The Pope took 
his Reaſon rightly from the above cited Place, 1 Cor. 
9. 11. But falfly ſuppos'd every one to be inſtruct- 
ed by his Pariſh Prieſt. Whether this were then farſt 
ſo ; fone or rather long before, as may ſeem by 
the Laws of Edgar and Canute, that Tythes were to 
be paid, not to whom he would that paid them, bur 


. to the Cathedral Church or the Pariſh Prieſt, it im- 


_= not; fince the Reaſon which they themſelves ' 
ring, built on falſe Suppoſition, becomes alike in- 

firm and abſurd, that he ſhould reap from me, 
who ſows not to me; be the Cauſe either his defect, 
or my free Choice. But here it will be readlly ob- 
jected, What if they who are to be inſtructed be not 
able to maintain a Miniſter, as in many Villages 2 
I anſwer, that the Scripture ſhews in many Places 


what ought to be done herein. Farſt, I offer it to the 
KReaſon of any Man, whether he think the know- 


ledge of Chriſtian Religion harder than any other 
Art or Science to attain. I ſuppoſe he will grant 
that it is far eaſier; both of it ſelf, and in regard cf 
God's aſſiſting Spirit, not particularly promiſed us 
to the Attainment of any other Knowledge, but of 


this 
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26 Mean to remove Hirelings _ 
3 this only: Since it was preached as well to the Shepherds 
of Bethlem by Angels, as to the Eaſtern Wiſemen 
by that Star: and our Saviour dedares himſelf a- 
nointed to Preach the Goſpel to the Poor, Luke 4. 18. 
then ſurely to their Capacity. They who after him 
firſt taught it, were otherwiſe unlearned Men: They 
who before Hut and Luther firſt reformed it, were 
for the meaneſt of their Condition called, the poor 
Men of Lyons: and in Flanders at this Day, les 
gueus, which is to ſay, Beggars. Therefore are the 
Scriptures Tranſlated into every vulgar Tongue, as 
being held in main Matters of Belief and Salvation, 
plain and eaſy to the pooreſt: and ſuch no leſs than 
their Teachers have the Spirit to guide them in all Truth, 
Jobn 14. 26. and 16. 13. Hence we may conclude, 
if Men be not all their Life Time under a Teacher to 
learn Logick, natural Philoſophy, Ethicks or Ma- 
themaricks,, which are more difficult, that certainly - » © < 
it is not: Neceſſary to the Attainment of Chriſtian 
| Knowledge that Men ſhould fir all their Life long at 
#- the Feet of a Pulpited Divine, while he, a Lollard. 
indeed over his Elbow-cuſhion, in almoſt the Seventh 
Part of 40 or 50 Years teaches them ſcarce half 
the Principles of Religion; and his Sheep oft-rimes 
fir the while te as little Purpoſe of benefiting as the 
Sheep in their Pues at Smithfield ; and for the moſt 
Part by ſome Simony er other, bought and ſold like 
them: Or, if this Compariſon be too low, like thoſe 
Women, 1 Tim. 3. 7. Ever learning, and never at- 
taining; yet not ſo much through cheir own Fault, 
as through the unskilful and immethodical teaching of 
their Paſtor, teaching here and there at Random out 
of this or that Text as his Eaſe or Fancy, and oſt- 
times as bis Stealth guides him. Seeing then that 
Chriſtian Religion may be ſo eaſily attained, and by 
meaneſt Capacities, it cannot be much difficult ro 
find Ways, both how the Poor, yea all Men may be 
ſoon taught what is to be known of Chriſtianity, 
and they who teach them recompenced. Firſt, if 
Miniſters of their own acco::d, who pretend that they 


nn Rnd oY Qu #4 AaqCvCV £ aL}, += tKytgl I AH p< ge XAAcr th We GG „ tt ew =o ww ww wb cc tb ©5 hH 4%: @s_ 44. an - 


* p 


od at al 


# | Wa 2 

. on of the C nu Aen. 27 
ds are called and ſent to Preach the Goſpel, thoſe eſpe- 
1 cially who have no particular Flock, would imitate 
«7 our Saviour and. his Diciples who went preaching 
i through the Villages, not only through the Cities, 
is . Matth. 9. 35. Mark 6. 6. Luke 13. 22. Ads 8. 
co 25. and there preached to the Poor as well as to the 
wy Rich, looking for no Recompence but in Heaven: 
od Joby 4. 35, 36. Look on the Fields ;» for they are 
es White already to Harveſt: And he that reapeth, 
he recetveth Wages, and gatberetb Fruit unto Life k- 
wy ternal, This was their Wages. But they wall ſoon 
> reply, We our ſelves have not wherewithal; who | 
— ſhall bear rhe Charges of our Journcy 2 To whom 
h, it may as ſoon be anſwered, that in bkenbood they 
le, are not pooter then they who did thus; and if they 
8 have not the ſame Faith which thoſe Diciples had to 
* truſt in God and the Promiſe of Chriſt for their 
uy Mlaintainance as they did, and yet intrude into the Mi- 
an niſtery without any Livelihood of their own, they caſt 
at - themſelves into a miſcrable Hazard or Temptation, 
rd. | and oft-times into a more miſerable Neceſſity, either 
th to ſtarve, or to pleaſe their Paymaſters rather than 
alf God: and give Men juſt Cauſe ro ſuſpect, that they 
ies came neither called nor ſent from above to Preach 
he the Wotd, but from below, by the Inftin of their 
olt , own Hunger, to Feed upon the Church. Yer grant 
ke |. ir needfu} to allow. them both the Charges of their 
ple. Journey and the Hire of their Labour, it will belong 
pre. - next to the Charity of richer Congregations, where 
t, moſt commonly they abound with Teachers, to ſend 
"of -* ſome of theit Number to the Villages round, as the 
but Apoſtles from Jeruſalem ſent Peter and Jobs to the 
ft- oy 72 Villages of Samana, Ads 8. 14, 25. or 
hat as the Chutch ar Jeruſalem ſent Barnabas to Antioch, 
by | Chap. 11. 22. and other Churches joining, ſent Luke 
to to Travel with Paul, 2 Cor. 8. 19. though whether they 
be had their Charges born by the Church or no, it be 
ty not Recorded. If it be objected that this Itinerary 
ik Preaching would not ſerve to plant the Goſpel in 
ae thoſe Places, unleſs they who are ſent, abide there ſome 
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competent Time: I anſwer, that if they ſtay there a 
Year or two, which was the longeſt Time uſually 


they returned again to 
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ſtaid by the Apoſtles in one Flace, it may ſuffice 
to Teach them, who will attend to Learn, all the 


Points of Religion neceſſary to Salyation; then ſort- 
ing them into ſeveral .Congregations of a moderate 


Number, out of the ableſt and zealouſeſt among them 


to create Elders; who, exerciſing and requiring from 


themſeh e: what they have Learned (for no _ 


is retained without conſtant Exerciſe and methodi 


Reperition) may teach and rp the reſt: And fo 
exhorted to continue Faithful and Stedfaſt, they may 
ſecurely be commired to the Providence of God and 
the Guidance of his Holy Spirit, till God may offer 
ſome Opportunity to viſit them again and. to con- 
firm them: Which when they have done, they have 
done as much as the Apoſtles were wont to do in 
propagating the Goſpel, As 14. 23. And when 
they bad ordained them Elders in every Church, 
and bad prayed with faſting, they commended them 
to the Lord, on whom they believed. And in the 


ſame Chapter, Verſe 21, 22. When they bad preach- 


ed the Goſpel to that Ci, and had taught many 
yſtra and to Teontum 4 
Antioch, confirming the Souls of the Diſciples, and 


exborting them to continue in the Faith. And Chap, 


15. 36. Let us go again and viſit our Bretbren. 
And Verſ. 41. He went thorough Syria and Cilicia, 
confirming the Churches. To theſe I might add o- 
ther Helps, which we enjoy now, to make more 
eaſy the Attainment of Chriſtian Religion by the 
Meaneſt : The entire Scripture. Tranſlated into £ng- 
liſb with plenty of Notes; and ſomewherg or other, 
I truſt, may be found ſolne w holeſom Body of Divi- 
nity, as they call it, without School-Terms and Me- 
phe ſcat otions, which have obſcured rather than 
explained our Religion, and made it ſeem: difficult 


without cauſe. Thus taught once for all, and thas £ 
now and then, viſited and confirmed, in the. moſt de- 


ſtitute and pooreſt Places of the Land, undet the Go-, 
a | oo « YETn- 
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vernment of their owti ders performing all Mini- 
ſterial Offices among them, they may be truſted ro 
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meet aud edify one another whether in Church ot 
Chapel, or; to fave them the trudging of many 
Miles thither, nearer Home, though in a Houſe or # 
Barn. For notwithſtanding the 'guady Superſtition Y/ 
of ſome devoted till ignorantly to Temples, we may 
be well aſſured that he w ho diſdained not to be laid 


in a Manger, diſdains not to be preached in 


and that by ſuch Meetings as theſe, being, 


a Barn; 
indeed, 


moſt Apoſtolital and Primitive, they will in a ſhort 
time advance more in Chriſtian Knowledge and Refqr- 
mation of Life; than by the many Years preaching of 
' ſuch an Incymbent, I'may ſay ſuck an Incubus oft 
times, as will be meanly hir'd to abide long in thoſe - 
Places. They have this left perhaps to object farther, that 
to ſend thus and to maintain, though burfor a Year or 

two, Miniſters and Teachers in ſeveral Places, would 
prove chargeable to the Churches, though in Towns 


and Cities round about. To whom again I Anſwer, 
that it was not thought fo by them who firſt thus 
propagated the Goſpel, though but few in Number 
to us, and much leſs able to ſuſtain the Expence. 
Yet this Expence would be much leſs, than to hire 
Incumbents or rather Incutabrances, for Life-time; 
and a great Means (which is the Subject of this Diſ- 
courſe) ro diminiſh Hirelings. But be the Expence 
leſs or more, if it be found burdenſom to the Churches, 


they have in this Land an eaſy Remedy in their Re- 
courſe to the Civil Magiſtrate; who hath in his 
Hands the diſpoſal of no ſmall Revenues ; left, per- 
haps, anciently to ſuperſtitious, but meant undoubt- 

edly to good and beſt Uſes; and therefore, once made 


Publick, appliable by the 


Requeſts as theſe of the Churches: or to 


greater Number all over the Land Schools and com- 
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reſent Magiſtrate to ſuch 
Uſes as tue Church or ſolid Reaſon from whomſo- 
ever ſhall. convince him to think beſt, And thoſe U- 
ſes may be, no Doubt, much rather than as Glebes 
and Angmentationsare now beſtowed,” to grant ſuch 


erect in 


perene, 


= 
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Libraries te thoſe Schools, 
mar be el res — 

ungrofit eee 
en Place. 854 all the Land. wauld 22 ft — 
pions d, and they who ate tanght frcely at the pyblick 
Col, might have theic Education given them on this 
Condition, that there with content, they ſhould. not 
gad for Preferment out of their own. 
pins there thankful for what they receix'd/ fre- 


wing it as freely on theix Country, without 
Sage We the 2 — were born. 
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But 4 they ſhall live when they . 8 bred· and 
diſmiſs d, wil be ſtill the « floggith Objection. : T0 
which is anfrer d, that thoſe publick LINN 
Do be ſo inſtituted, as the You 
22 ht up to a com 
Trade; and the Hours of — 
_ d, as their Study may be no hindrance 
Labour or other C This was rhe Breeding of 
St. Paul, tho“ born of no mean Farents, a free Ci- 
tizen of the Roman Empire: So little did his Trade 
debaſe him, that it rather enabl'd him to uſe chat 


Magnanimity of preaching the Golpel through Aſia + 


and Europe at bis own Charges: Thus thoſe Preach» 


ers among; the. poor Waldenſes, " the ancient Stock of 


dur Ron, without theſe Helps which I ſpeak. 
of, bred uy themſelves in Trades, and e in 


Phyfick Surgery, as well as in the Study of Scri- 


Nur ( which is the only true Theology) that they 
might be no Burden — * by the 


Example of Chriſt, might cure both Soul and Ber, 


chrough Induſtr that to their Miniſtry: 
which he joyn 2 by Ciß of the Spirit. Tow 
relates Peter Gilles in his Hi of the Wald 
in Piemont. But our Miniſters think ſcorn to ut * 
Trade, and count it the Reproach of this Age. that 
Tradeſmen L* the Goſpel. It were to be wiſh d 
they were all Tradeſmen ; - they. would. not 
3 them, for want ef another Trade, make a 
Trade of their . * 20: e 


1 


bur 


then ſo 
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. Caunca. 

hes Tn Preach, ;. and: yet; 

they chemſclves, are the worſh, Trad . 

— —— i 
—*＋ 


e whom Eſerredly cite ſo often, 

TY That to. Rudow Churches is. an ntl Thien 
and, that. the Church then fel} off and tun d Whore 
: 8 a wa is the 8 when under 
ra Y zxecciv'd thoſe wmporal ; Domatis - 
_— So che forecited Tractate of theit DoRrine te- 
ſtifies. This alſo their own Traditions of that hea- 
venly Voice witneſs'd, and ſame. of the ancient Fa- 
thers then living fareſaw and deplor d. And in- 
deed, how. could theſe; Endowments chrive bettet 
with the Church, being unjuſtly taken by thoſe Em- 
perors,, wirhout Sufkrage of the People, out of the 
Tributes aud publick Lands of each City, whereby” 
became liable to be oppreſs d with other 
on TH therefore given: for the moſt part by 
* $ and ot — and ſo likelieſt: our 
e Publick, Len if Without the People's Conſent, 
4 however to publick Ends of much Consern- 


nap to. the 2442 er a A 85 7.8 and 
in that regar iek, tho given e privare: 
Perſons ; or which is worſc, de 


gives, 2s 

then periwaded Men, far their Soul's Health, a 
Gift, Nen ä 
Gods ot. to Chriſt for Abſalut ian, as —— | 
taught, fm. Murders, Adulectics, and: 
Crimes ;, what, ſhall be, found heretofora "att 

or Priuces out af the Publizh,, may juſtliy 
the be-recall'd and wo the: 
Civil Reveziue;; What by private on public Perſons! 
out of their own, the Price: of -or Luft, onto 
— ſuch purgecoriousor ſapeiſtitigur ſer, not on- 
iy may — be cakem af from Chriſt, 4 
oul Difhopous laid upbn, H n not Hapiouſty: 
rs 3 001 AmFLODG, * 
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o the Church's Good, may be converted to thar 
Uſe, which ſhall * tending more direct ij to 
chat general Eud. Thus did the Princes and Cities 
of Germany in the firſt Reformation; and defended, 
their ſo doing by many Reaſons, which are ſet down 
at large in Sleidan, J. 6. An. 1520, and J. 11. An. 
1937, and d. 13. An. 1540. But that the Magiſtrate 
either out of that Church Revenue which remains yet 
in his Hand, or eſtabliſhing any other Maintenance 
inſtead of Tythe, ſhould take into his own PoWer 
the ſtipendiary Maintenance of Church-Miniſters, or 
compel it by Law, can ſtand neither with the Peo- 
— Right nor with Chriſtian Liberty, but would 
uſpend the Church wholly upon the State, and turn 


her Miniſters into State- Penſioners. And for the 


Magiſtrate in Perſon of a Nurfing Father to make 
the Church his meer Ward, as always in Minority, 
the Church, to whom heought as a Magiſtrate, Eſa. 
| 49+ 23. To bow down with bis Face toward the + 
Earth, and lick up the Duſt of ber Feet, herzxo ſub- 
ject to his political Drifts or conceiv'd Opinions, by 
maſtring her Revenue, and ſo by his examinant 
Committees to circumſcribe her free Election of Mi- 
niſters, is neither juſt nor pious z no Honour done 
to the Church, but a plain Diſhonour: and upon 
her, whoſe only Head is in Heaven; yea upon him, 
who is her only Head, ſets another in effect, and, 
which is moſt monſtrous, a Human on a Heavenly, 
a Carnal on a Spiritual, a political Head on an Ec- ' 
cleſiaſtical Body; which at length by ſuch heteroge- 
neal,” ſuch inceſtuous Conjunction, transforms her 
oft times into a Beaſt of many Heads and many 
Horns. For if the Church be of all Societies the bo- 
lieſt on Earth, and ſo to be reverenc'd by the Magi- 
ſtrate, not to truſt her with her own Belief and In- 
tegrity, . and therefore not with the keeping, at leaſt 
with the diſpoſing, of what Revenue tha be found 
juſtly ww — her on, . the Church 
gt a holy gregamed, i bur a Pack of giddy or 
diſhoneſt Perſons, dad rul'd by civil — | = 
i : cred 
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ro cred Affairs. But to proceed further in the Truth 
es E more freely; ſeeing the Chriſtian Church is not 


ed. ational, but conſiſting of many particular Congre- 
In gations, ſubject to many Changes, as well through 
1. civil Accidents as through Schilm and various Opi- 
ite nions, not to be decided by any outward judge, be- 
yer ing Matters of Conſcience, whereby theſe pretended 
ce Church-Revenues; as they have been ever, ſo are like 


er to continue endleſs Matter of Diſſention both between 
or che Church and Magiſtrate, and the Churches 

o- themſelves, there will be found no better Remedy to 
1d . theſe Evils, otherwiſe incurable, than by the incor- 
In rupteſt Counſel of thoſe Waldenſes, our firſt Re- 
he || formers, to remeve them as a Peſt, an Apple of 
ke Diſcord in the Church, (for what elſe can be the ef- 
ty, fect of Riches, and the ſnare of Money in Religion?) 
1 | and to convert them to thoſe more 22 Uſes 

i ig'd moſt v 


ant 
li- y from them, —— err» 
ne impio ve 
on them, and . — 2. by 


— 3 m0 . —— 
> withdrawn an remploy'd, the Magiſtrate oug 
ly, JJ inſtead to ſettle * ſome Maintenance of Mi- 
c- niſters, let this be canſider d firſt, that it concerns 
= every Man's Conſcience to what Religion he con- 
er tributes ; and that the civil Magiſtrate is catruſted 
ny. with civil Rights only, not with Conſcience, which 
7 = can baye no ty or Repreſenter of itſelf, but one 
gi- of the fame Mind : Next, that what each Man gives 
In- to the Miniſter, he gives either as to God, or as te 
aſt his Teacher; if as to God, no civil Power can juſt- 
nd | ly conſecrate to religious Uſes any Part either of ci- 
eh vil Revenge, which is the People's, and muſt fave 
or - | them from other Taxes, or of any Man's Propricty, 
ſa- but God by ſpecial Command, as he did by Moſes, 
red or the Owner himſelf by voluntary Intention, 2 
8 


+ 


Wa 
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the Porſwaſion of his gi ng it to Cod; forc'd Con- 
ſecrations out of another Man's Eſtate are no bettet 
than forc'd Vows; hateful to God, who loves 4 
chear ful Giver ; but much more hateful, wrung out 
of Men's Purſes to maintain a diſapprov'd Miniſtry 
againſt their Conſcience however unholy, infa- 
mous and diſhonourable to his Miniſters and the Free 
Goſpel, maintain'd in ſuch unworchy Manner as by 
Violence and Extortion : If he give it'as to his 
Teacher, what Juſtice or Equity compels him to pay 
for learning, that Religion which leaves freely to 
his Choice whether he will leatn it or no, whether 
of this Teacher or another, and eſpecially to pay for 
what he never learn'd, or approves not; whereby, 
beſides the Wound of his Conſcience, -he becomes 
the leſs able to Recompence his true Teacher. Thus 
far hath been enquir'd by whom Church-Mimiſters 
. ought to be maintain'd ; and hath been prov'd moſt * Ml * 
natural, moſt equal and agreeable with Scripture, 
to be by them who receive . — Teaching; and by, 
whom, if they be unable. Which Ways well o 
ſery'd, can diſcourage none but Hirelings, and w 
much leſſen their Number in the Church. 
It remains laſtly ro conſider, in what manner God 
hath ordain'd that Recompence be given to Miniſters 
of the Goſpel: And by all Scripture it will appear 


that he hath; 2 it to them not by civil Law and 
e 


Frechold, as they claim, but by the Benevolence and 
free Gratitude of ſuch as receive them: Luke 10. 
7, 8. Eating and drinking ſuch Things as they give 
you. If they receive you, eat ſuch Things as. are 
Jet before you. Matth. 10. 7, 8. As ye go, preach, 
faying, The Kingdom of God is at band, &c. Free- 
ye bave receiv'd, freely give. If Ged have ot- 
in'd Miniſters to preach freely, whether they te- 
ceive Recompence or not, then certainly he hath for- 
bid both them to compel it, and others to compel. it 
for them. But freely given, he accounts it as given 
to himſelf: Philip. 4. 16, 17, 18. Ye ſent once and 
gain to my Neceſſity. Not becauſe I defire a Gif ; 
but 


eut of the Cnv xr cu. 35 


but 1 defire Fruit that may abound to your Ac- 
count. Having received of Epaphroditus tbe things 
which were ſent from you, an Odour of ſweet Smell, 
a Sacrifice acceptable, well pleafing to God: Whick 
cannot be from Force or Unwillingneſs. The ſame 
is ſaid of Almes, Heb. 13. 16. To do good and to 
communicate, forget not: for with ſuch Sacrifices 
God is well pleaſed. Whence the . Primitive 
Church thought it no ſhame to receive all their Main- 
tainance as the Almes of their Auditors. Which they 
who defend Tythes, as if it made for their Cauſe, 
when as it -utterly confutes them, omit not to {er 
down at large; proving to our Hands out of Origen, 
Tertullian, Cyprian, and others, that the Clergy 
lived at firſt upon the meer Beneyolence of their 
Hearers; who gave what they gave, not to the 
Clergy, but to the Church; out of which the Cler- 
had their Portions given them in Baskets; and 
were thence called Sportularii, Basket-Clerks: That 
their Portion was a very mean Allowance, only for a 
beat Livelihood; according to thoſe Precepts of our 
Saviour, Ma#th. 10. 7, &c. the reſt was diſtributed 
to the Poor. They cite alſo out of Proſper, the Diſ- 
ciple of: St. Auſtin, that ſuch of the Clergy as had 
Means of their own, might not without Sin partake 
of Church-Maintaince; not recciving thereby Food 
which they abound with, bur feeding on the Sins of 
other Men: that the Holy Ghoſt ſaith of ſuch Clergy- 
men, they eat the Sins of my People: And that a 
Council at Antioch, in the Year 340, ſuffered not 
either Prieſt or Biſhop to live on Church-Maintain- 
ance without Neceſſity. Thus far Tythers themſelves 
have contributed to their own Confutation, by con- 
feſſing that the Church lived primitively on Almes. 
And I add, that about the Year 359, Conſtentivs the 
Emperor baving Summon'd a general Council of Bi- 
ſhops ro Ariminum in 1taly, and provided for their 
Subſiſtence there, the Britiſh and French Biſhops 
judging it not decent to live on the Publick, choſe ra- 
ther to be at their own Charges. Three only out of 
| ritam 


Means to remove Hirelings 
Britain, conſtrained thro' Want yet refuſing, offered 


26 


Aſſiſtance from the reſt, accepted the Emperor's Pro- 
vifion ; judging it more convenient to ſubſiſt by pub. 
kek than by private Suftainance. Whence we 
may conclude, that 13 then in this Iſland had 
their Livelihood only from Benevolence: In which 

ard this Relater Sulpitius Severus, a good Author 
of the ſame Time, highly praiſes them. And the 
Waldenſes, our firſt Reformers, both from the Scrip- 
ture and theſe Primitive Examples, maintained thoſe 
among them who bore the Office of Miniſters, by 
Almes only. Take their very Words from the Hi- 
Rory written of them in French, Part. 3. J. . g. 2. 
La nourriture & ce de quoy nous ſommes couverts 
&c. Our Food and Cloatbing is ſufficiently admi- 
niſtered and given to us by way of Gratuity and 
Almes, by the good People whom we Teach. If they 


| by Almes and Benevelence, not b — Force, not 
old: 


by Tenure of Frechold or Cop For Almes, 
though juſt, cannot be compelled ; and Benevolence 
forc'd, is Malevolence rather, violent and inconſi- 
ſtent with the Goſpel; and declares him no true Mi- 
niſter thereof, but a rapacious Hireling rather, who 
by Force recieving it, rats the Bread of Violence and 
Exaction, no holy or juſt Livelihood, no not civill 

coumed honeſt, much leſs beſeeming ſuch Spiritual 


Miniſtry. But ſay they, our Maintainance is our 


due, Tythes the Right of Chriſt, unſeparable from 


che Prieſt, no where repealed; if then, not otherwiſe - 


40 be had, by Law to be recovered: For though 
Pau! were pleaſed ro forego his Due, and not to uſe 
his Power, 1 Cor. 9. 12, yet he had Power, v. 4- 
and bound not others, I anſwer firſt, becauſe I ſee 
them ſtill ſo loath to unlean their Decimal Arithme- 
tick, and ſti}! graſp their Tythes as inſeparable 
from a Prieſt; that Miniſters of the Goſpel are nat 
Prieſts, and therefore ſeparated from Tyrhes by their 


own Excluſion; being neither called Prieſts in the 


New Teſtament, nor of any Order known in Serip- 
ture: Nor of Melchiſeditk, proper to Chriſt only; 


* 


WW 


"Command; Which he calls not holy Things or Things 


9 
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not of Aaron, as they themſelves will confeſs; and. 
the third Prieſthood, only remaining, is common to 
all the Faithful. But they are Minilter of our High 


prieſt. True; but not of his Prieſthood, as the Le- 


vites were to Aaron: For he performs that whole 
Office himſelf incommunicably. Yet Tythes remain, 
ſay they, ſtill unreleaſed, the due of Chriſt; and to 
— 5 payable, but to his Miniſters? J ſay again, 
that no Man can ſo underſtand them, unleſs Chrilt 
in ſome place or other ſo claim them. That Exam- 
ple of Abram argues nothing but his voluntary Act; 
Honour once only dene, but on what Conſideration, 
whether to a Pricſt or to a King, whether due the 
Honour, Arbitrary that kind of Honour or not, will 
after all contending be left ſtill in meer Conjecture: 
Which muſt not be permitted in the Claim of fuch a 
ncedy and ſubtle Spiritual Corporation pretending by 
Divine Right to the Tenth of all other Mens Eſtates; 
nor can it be allowed by Wiſe Men or the Verdict 
of common Law. And 3 Tenth Part, though once 
declared Holy, is declared now to be no Holler than 
the other Nine, by that Command to Peter, Ad. 
10. 15, 28. whereby all Diſtinction of Holy and 
Unholy is removed from. all things. Tithes there- 
fore though claimed, and Holy under the Law, yet 
are now releaſed and quitted both by that Command 
to Peter, and by this to all Miniſters above cited, Luke 
101 eating and drinking ſuch Things as they giue 


Jo: made Holy now by their free gift only. An 


therefore St. Paul. 1 Cor. 9. 4. aſſerts his Power, 
indeed; but of What? Not of Tythes, bur, to car 
and drink ſuch Things as are gi ven in reference to this 


of the Goſpel, as if that had any conſecrated Things in 
anſwer. to Things of the Temple, v. 13. but he 
calls them your: Carnal Things, v. 11. wuhour 
changing their Property. And what Power had he? 
Not the Power of Force but of Conſcignce only, 
whereby he might lawfully and without ſcruple live 
on the Goſpel; es. Kos was given him, 4 


abs 
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the Recompence of his Labour. For if Chriſt che 

Maffer hath profeſſed his Kingdom to be not of #h;5 

World, it ſuits not with that Proſeſſion either in him 

vr his Miniſters to claim Temporal Night from Spi- 

Titual RefpeRs. He Who refufed to be che divi 

Bf an Iaherſtance between two Brerbren, cannot ap- 

prdve his Miniſters by pretended Right ftom him to 

de dividets of Tenths and Frecholds out of other 

Mens Poſſeſſions, making thereby the Goſpel but a 

Ctoak of Carnal! Inteteſt, and, to the Contradiction 

of their Maſter, turning his heavenly Kingdom into 

a Kingdom of this World, a Kingdom of Force and 

Rapin. To whom it will be one Day thundered 

more terribly then to Gebazi, for rhus'diſhomouring 

= far greater Maſter and his Goſpel, is this a'time 

vo receive Money, and to receive Garments u, O- 

Jivve-Yards and Vineyards and Sheep and Oxen? 

The Leptoſy of Naamas linked with that Apoſto- 

"lick Curſe of periſhing imprecated on Simon Ma- 

Zur, may be feated will cleave” to ſuch "ant "to 

Meir Seed for ever. So that when all is done, 

Aud Belly 'hath uſed in vain all her cunning Shifts, I 
Aoubt not büt albtrue Miniſters, confideting the De- 
momination of what hath been here proved, will bc 

"Wiſe, aud think it much more tollerable to her, 

chat no Maititainance of Miniſters, whether 8 

ot any other, can be ſettled by Statute ; bur muſt Be 

Ziyen by them who receive Inſtruction; and fteely 
Diven, as God hath ordained. And indeed whac 

Fan be a more Honourable Maintainance to them 

than ſuch whether Almes or willing Oblations as 

"*Mheſe, which being accoghred both alike às given t 

380d, che only acceptable Sacrifices now femaluinz, 

mut needs repreſent him who receives them m 

in the Care of Cod and nearly related to him, When 

not by worldly Foree ahd Conſttaint, but with Re- 

"Iipiviis Awe and Reverence, what is given to God, 

Jscgtxen to him, and what to him, accounted as pi- 

ven to God. This would be well enough, ſay 0 

but how many will ſo gie? I aufwer, Rey 

_ | oubt- 


© O& - — 
, © Dp.» > vw p< mM, A, 


ſhall ſo move. Why, axe ye ſo diſtruſttal 

your own Doctrine and of God's Promiſes, fulhNedi 
the Experience of thoſe. Diſciples firſt ſent: Euſte xz; 
35» Huben 1 ſens. you. without Purſe: and Scrip and 
Shooes, lacked Je . thing? And. they ſaid, Na- 
thing. How then 9. {ct 

thus deſtitute, thus poor, and empty both of Purſe 


= 


ſus Chriſt, and ſeem to be his Tyche-gather 


and Faith? Who ſfije themſelves Embaſſadors of Je- 
though an Office. of their own ſetring up to his 4. 


honoux, bis exacters, his Publicans rather, not cruſt» 


ing that he will maintain them in their Embaſſy, 


els they bind him to his Promiſe - by a, Statute 
Law that we ſhall maintain them. Lay down. for 
ſhame that magnifick. Title, while ye ſeek Maintain- 
ance from the People: It is not the manner of Em- 
baſſadors to ask Maintainance of them to whom 
they are. ſent. But he who, is Lord of all Things, 
back ſo ordained: Truſt him then; he doubtleſs will 
command the People to make good his Promiſes of 
Maintainance more honourably unasked, unraked for. 
This they Know, this they Preach, yet believe not: 
But think it as impoſſible without a Statute Law to 
Live of the Goſpel, as if by thoſe Words they were 
bid go eat their Bibles, as Ezechiel and John did 


their Books; and ſuch Doctrines as theſe are as bite 


ter to their Bellies : Bur will ſerve ſo much the better 
to diſcoyer Hirelings, who can have nothing, tough 
but in appearance, juſt and ſolid to anſwer fc 
themſelves againſt what bath been here ſpoken, u 
leſs. perhaps this one remaining Pretence, whicl 
we ſhall quickly ſee to be either falſe or uningenuous, 
They pretend that their Education either at School or 
Univerſity hath been very chargeable; and therefore 


ought to be repaired in future by a plentiful Main- 


tainance: Whenas it is well known that the better 
half of them, and oft-times poor and piriful-Boys 
of no Merit or promiſing Hopes that might intitle 


them 40 the publick Payton but their Poverty and 
: = 


doubtleſs, as:ſhall be. wel} taught 3 AS 900 | 


came ours, or Who ſent them 
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the unjuſt Favour of Friends, have had the moſt of 
their breeding both at School and Univerſity by Scho- 
larſhips, Exhibitions and Fellow ſhips at the pub- 
lick coſt; which might ingage them the rather to 
give freely, as they have freely received. Or if they 
ave mifled of theſe helps at the latter Place, they 
have after two or three Years left the Courſe of their 
Studies there, if they ever well began them, and un- 
dertaken, though furviſh'd with little elſe but Igno- 
rance, poldneſs and Ambition, if no worſe Vices, 
2 Chaplainſhip in ſome Gentleman's Houſe, to the 
frequent inibetng of his Sons with illiterate and nar- 
row Principles. Or if they have lived there upon 
their own, who knows not that Seven Years Charge 
of living there, to them who fly not from the Go- 
vernment of their Parents to the Licenſe of a Uni- 
verſity, but come ſeriouſly to Study, is no more than 
may be yell defraid and reimburſed by one Years 
Revenue of an ordinary. good Beneficc ? If they had 
then Means of breeding from their Parents, tis like- 
ly they have more now; and if they have, it needs 
muſt be mechanick and uningenuous in them to brin 
a Bill of Charges for the learning of thoſe Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, which they have learned (if they 


dave indeed learned them, as they ſeldom have] to 


their own Benefit and Accompliſhment. But they will 


feſſion, had we not expected to find a better Liveli- 
| Hood by the Miniſtry. This is that which I looked 
for, to diſcover them openly neither true Lovers of 
Learning, and ſo very ſeldom ꝑuilty of it, nor true 


Miniſters of the Goſpel. So long ago out of date 


is that old true ſaying, 1 Tim. 3. 1. if a Man de- 
fire a * be defires a good Work : For now 
commonly 


not at the Work but at the Wages; and by that 
Lure or Loubell may be tol'd from Pariſh to Pariſh all 
the. Town over. But what oan be plainer Simony, 
than thus to be at Charges beforchand co no other 
end than to make their Miniſtry doubly or trebly . 
MOD Bene- 


fay, we had betaken us re ſome other Trade or Pro- 


e who defires to be a Miniſter, looks 


p -- 


oat of che Cu unn. 
— ? To. whom it 25 * 
to emon, thy: Maney periſi with thee; bicau 
thou baſi thaught that the gifs of God may be pur- 
chas's with Monty, thou buſt neither part wor lot 


in this Matter. Next, it is a fond Error, though 


too much believed among us, to think that the Uni- 
verſity makes a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; what it may 
conduce to other Arts and Sciences, I diſpute nor 
now: But that which makes fit a Miniſter,” che, 
Scripture-can beſt inform us to be only from above; 


whence alſo we are bid to ſeek them; Math. 9. 38. 
Pray ye therefore to the Lord of the Harveſt, tbat 


be will ſend forth Labourers into bis Harveſt. Acts 
20. 28. The Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt bath 
made you Overſeers, Rom. 10. 15. How ow 
they Preach, unleſs they be ſent? By whom lent? 


o the Univetfity, or the Magiſtrate, or their Belly? 
No 


ſurely: But ſent from God only, and that God 


from God or from Simon Magus, the inward Senſe 
of his Calling and Spiritual Ability will ſufficie ' 
tell him ; and that ſtrong Obligation felt within him; 
which was felt by the Apoſtie, will often expreſs 
from him the ſame Words: 1 Cor. 9. 16. Neceſſity 
is laid upon me, yea, woe is me, if I preach not 
the Goſpel. Nat a beggarly Neceſlity, and the woe 
feared otherwile of perpetual want, The ſach a Ne- 
ceſſity as made him willing to Preach the Goſpel 


gratis, and to embrace Poverty rather than as a woe 


to fear it. 1 Cor. 12. 28. God bath ſet ſome in the 
Church, firſt Apoſtles, &c. Eph. 4. 11; Cc. He 
gave ſome Apoſtles, &c. For the perfefing of 


the Saints, for the Work of the Miniftry, for the ' 


edifying of the Bedy of Chriſt, till we all come to 
the Unity of the Faith. Whereby we may know 
that as he made them at the fixſt, ſo he makes them 
fill, and to the Worlds end. 2. Cor. 3. 6. Who 
hath alſo made us fit or able Miniſters of tbe Netw 
Teflament..t Tim. 4. t. The gift that is. in thee, 
which was gives ther by 2 and the * 
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be ſaid as. juſtly As 


who is not their Belly. And whether he be fent 


* 
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gu Means t0.remove Hirelings 
 #be Hands of the Presbytery. Theſe ate all the means 


| which we read of required in Scripture to the making of 
a Miniſter. All this is grantedyou will ſay : But yet that 


- _ w_ * 
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it is alſo requiſite he thouldbe trained in other Learning; 
which can be no where better had than at Univerſities. I 
anſwer, that what Learning, either Human or Divine, 
can be Neceſſary to a Miniſter, may as eaſily and leſs 
chargeable be had in any private Houſe. How deficient 
elſe and to how little Purpoſe are all thoſe Piles of 
Sermons, Notes, and Comments on all Parts of the 
Bible, Bodies and Marrows of Divinity, beſides all 
other Sciences, in our Engliſh Tongue ; many of the 
{ame Books which in ZLatiz they read at the Uni- 
verſity ? And the ſmall Neceſſity of going thither to 
learn Divinity, I. prove firſt from the moſt Part of 
themſelves, who ſeldom continue there till they have 


well got through Logick, their firſt Rudiments; 
— . = 87 


to ſay Truth, Logick alſo may much better 


be wanting in diſputes of Divinity, than in the ſub- 
tle Debates of Lawyers and Stateſmen, who yet ſel- 
dom or never deal with Syllogiſms. And theſe The- 
alogical Diſputations there Feld by Profeſſors and 
Graduates, are ſuch as tend leaſt of all to the Ediſica- 


tion or Capacity of the People, but rather perplex 


and leaven pure Doctrine with Scholaſtical Traſh 


than enable any Miniſter to the beiteg 8 of 
nce 


the Goſpel, Whence we may alſo compute, 


acedful Library: which, though ſome 
value at 600 I, may be competently furniſhed for 
vo 1. If any Man fer his own Curioſity or Delight 


be in Books farther expenſive, that is not to be reck- 


ned as Neceſſary to his Miniſteriah either Breeding or 
Function. But Papiſts and. other Adverſarics cannot 
be confuted without Fathers and Councils, immenſe 
Volumes and of vaſt Charges. I will ſhew them 
therefore a ſhorter and a better way of conſutation: 
Tits, - Holding faſt tbe faithful Word, as be hath 
bees taught, that be may be able by ſound Doctrine, 
both to-exbort and to convince Gain. ſajers; wy 


they come to reckonings, the Charges of his 
ihame not 1b 
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out gf che Cnuncn. 43. 
ate confuted as ſoon as head, bringing that which 
is either not in Scripture or againſt it. To purſue 
them farther through che obſcure and intangled 
Wood of Antiquity, Fathers and Councils fighting 
one againſt another, is needleſs, endleſs, not 

iſite in a Miniſter, and refuſed by the firſt Re- 
formers of our Religion. And yet we may be con- 
fident, it theſe things be thought needful, let the 
State but erect iu publick good ſtore of Libraries, 
and there will not want Men in the Church, who of 
their own Inclinations will become able in this kind 
againſt Papiſt or ws other Adverſary. I have thus 
at large examined the uſual Pretences of Hirelings, 
coloured over moſt commonly with the Cauſe of 
Learning and Univerſities: as if with Divines Learn- 
ing ſtood and fell; wherein for the moſt Part their Pit» 
tance is ſo ſmall; and, to ſpeak freely, it were much 
bettet, there were not one Divine in the Univerſity, 
no School Divinity known, che idle Sophiſtry of 
Monks, the Canker of Religion; and that they 
who intended to be Miniſters, were trained up in the 
Church quly, by the Scripture and by the Original 
Languages thereof at School; without fetching the 
compaſs of other Arts and Sciences, more than what 
they can well learn at ſecondary Leiſure and at 
home. Neither ſpeak I this in contempt of Learn- 
ing or the Miniſtry, but 1 the common Cheats 
of both; hating that they who have preached out 

Biſhops, Prelats and Canoniſts, ſhoal: „ in what 
ſerves their own Ends, retain their falſe Opinions, 
their Phariſaical Leaven, their Avarice, an coy 
their Ambition, their Pluralities, their Nonreſi- 
dences, their odious Fees, and uſe their Legal and 
Popiſh Arguments for Tythes: That Independents 
ſhould take that Name, as they may juſtly from the 
true Freedom of Chriſtian Doctrine and Church Diſ- 
cipline, ſubject to no Superior Judge but God only, 
and ſeek to be Dependents on the Magiſtrate for 
their Maintainance. Which two Things, Indepen- 
dence. and State-Hire in Religion, can never * 
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| Means to remove Hirelings 
lang or certainly to . For Magi .at one 
time or. other, not like theſe at preſent our Patrons 
of Chriſtian Liberty, will pay none but ſuch whom 
| * their Gommittees of Examination, they find con- 
mable to their Intereſt and Opinions: And Hire- 
lings will ſoon frame themſelves to chat Intereſt and 
thoſe Opinions which they ſee beſt pleaſuig to their 


Pay-Maſtcrsz and to feem right themſelves, will 


force others as to the Truth. But moſt of all they 
Axe to be reviF'd and ſham'd, who cry out with the 
diſtinct Voice of notorious Hirelings, that if ye ſet · 
tile not our: Maintainance by Law, farewel the Go- 
ſpel: chan which nothing can be uttered more falſe, 
more ignominious, and, I may fay, more Blaſphe- 
mous againſt our Saviour; who hath promiſed, 
without this Condition, both his Holy Spirit and 
his aun Preſence with his Church to the V'orkds 


End: Nothing more falſe (unleſs with their own n 


Mouths they condemn themſelves for the unworthieſt 
and moſt mercenary of all other ä 
— zoo Years after Chriſt, and the Churches 
zt this Day in France, Auſtria, Polonia, and o- 
ther Places witneſſing the contrary under an adverſe 
Magiſtrate not a. favourable: Nothing more igno- 
mimous, levelling or rather undervaluing Chriſt be- 
neath Mabamet. For if it muſt be thus, how can 
any Chriſtian object it to a Twrk, that his Religi 


ſtands by Force *. and not juſtly fear from him | 


this Reply, yours both by Force: and Money in the 
Iudgment of your own Preachers. This is that 
which makes Atheiſts in the Land, whom they. ſo 
much complain af: Not the want of Maintainance 
qr Preachers, as they. alledge, but; the many Hite- 
lings and Cheaters that have the Goſpel in their 
Hands; Hands that ſtill crave, and are never ſatis« 
fied. Likely Miniſters, indeed, to proclaim! the 
x wag, er to exhort our Truſt in God, when they 
themſelves will not truſt him tp provide for them 
in the Me whereon, they ſay, he. ſent them, 
bat chteaten | 


r want of Temporal Means. to.deſers 
| nz 
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it were ſo again) Miniſters o 


and the diſturbance of all Chriſtendom. And we may 
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i ; calling that want ef Means, which is nothing 

elſe bur the want of theit own Faith; and w 
force us to pay the Hire of banking our Faith to 
their covetous Incredulicy.» Doubtleſs, if God only 

be he who gives Minifters to. his Church till the 
Worlds Eud; and through the whole Goſpel never 
ſent us for Miniſters to the Schools of Philoſophy, 
but rather bids us beware of ſuch vain deceit, Col. 
2. 8. (which the Primitive, Church, after two 
three Ages not remembring, brought herſelf quickly 
to Confuſion) if all the Faithful be now 4 Holy and 
a Royal Prieſthood,” 1 Pet. 2. 5, 9. not excluded 
from the Di e ee of Things Holieſt, after free 
Election of the Church and Impoſition of Hands, 
there will not want Miniſters, elected out of all Mets 
and Orders of Men; for the Goſpel makes no differ- 
ence from the Magiſtrate himſelf to the meancſt Ar- 


 tificer, if God evidently fayour bim with Spiritual 


Gifts, as he can cafily and oft bave. done, while 
thoſe Batchelor Divines and Doctors of the Tipper 
have been paſſed by. Heretofore in the firſt EVan- 
gelick times (and it were happ) for Chriſtendom. if 

the Goſpel were by 
nothing elſe diſtinguiſhed from other Chriſtians but 
by their Spiritual Knowledge and Sanctity of Lite, 
for which the Church elected them ta, be her Teachers 


and Overſeers, though not thereby to ſeparate them 


from whatevef Calling ſhe then found them follow- 
ing beſides, as the Example of St. Paul declaxes, 
and the firſt Times of Chriſtianity, When once. 
they affected to be called 'a Clergy, and became as 
it- were a peculiar Tribe of Levites, a Fay 2 
u 


diſtin& Order in the Common-Wealth, b 


for Divines in Babling Schools and fed at the publi 

Coſt, good for 9 elſe but what was good 
for nothing, they ſoon grew idle: that Idleneſs with 
fulneſs of Bread — ride and perpetual Conten- 
tion with their Feeders the deſpiſed Laity, through 


all Ages ever fince; to the perverting of Religion 


% : 
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Man te remove: 
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| ae .conclude, it JE will. be . 


while they are. thus up 22 
Church, on which hogs wu . 
and: are by the Magiſtrate publi 
Numerous " Faftion of indigent Per cre * 
- the moſt Part out of extream Wane and b Nur- 
ture, . by Divine Right and Frechold the 
of our Eſtates, to Monopolize the Miniſtry 
culiar, which is free and open to all a- 
ilar, elected by any Church. Under this 
= enempt from all: other Imployment, and 
themſelves on rhe. Publick, they. laſt of 
pc — common Incendiaries, and exalt their 
Enns againſt the Magiſtrate himſelf that main- 
ui them, as the Prieſt of Rome did ſoon after. 
_ againſt his Benefactor the Emperor, and! the 
Presbytets of late in Scotland. Of which Hireling 


might ſoon. rid herſelf and be happy, if Chri- 
. Mans would but know their own Dignity, their 
—_ berry, their Adoption, aud let it not be wonders. 
, if 1 
they Fe all equally acceſs to any Miniſterial Fun- 
"Aion wheneyer called by their own. Abilities. and 


the Church, though they never came near .Come 


mencement or Univerſity, - But while: 3 
underſtandi 


to avoid the due Labour of 
22 are content to lodge it in d BEA oe 

rin the Books of a Clergy-Man, and to take 
\& thence by Scraps and Mammocks, as he diſpences 
I in his Sundays dole, they will be always 


and aever knowing, always Infants, always ei- 


ther his Vaſſels, as Lay-papiſts are. to their * 
or at odds with bim, as reformed Principles 
them ſome Light to be not wholly con on, - 
whence infinite diſturbances in the State, as 


and, 1 ſuppoſe, what may be enough to them wh 


Crew, together with all the Miſchiefs, Diſſentious 
Troubles, Wars meerly of their kindling, Chriſtendom 


chain: Spiritual Prieſthood, whereby 


Te not avariciouſly bent otherwiſe, —— he 


} 


do, muſt needs follow. Thus*much 1 3 lay. 
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likelieſt Means to remove Hirelings out of the 
Church; than which rr more N 
to Truth, to Peace, and pineſs both j 
Church and State. If I be not heard nor belie- 
ved, the Event will begg,me witneſs to have Ne- 
ken Truth: And I in the mean while have born 
my witneſs not out of Seaſon to the Church al te to 
my Country. | 
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